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Abstract I AHE

Christianity has a history of about 1400 years in China. It reflects a complicated process of
encounter, confrontation, dialogue, exchange and confluence between Christianity and
Chinese culture. Since the Tang-Dynasty Christianity was the main representative of the
Western religion and its knowledge, which had a deep influence on China and promoted the
development of Chinese culture to a certain extent. After the “Rites Controversy” the
peaceful exchange between Christianity and China stopped. Especially after the “Opium
War” in 1840, Christianity was understood as an instrument of “cultural imperialism” of the
Western powers by the majority of Chinese. In this context the exchange and the mutual
understanding were extremely difficult. Nevertheless they didn’t stop completely. With the
efforts of many Christians and also through the cooperation from many Chinese, this
exchange continued in various areas, which made possible the Christian contribution to China
in history. From the perspective and consideration of encouraging dialogue again between
China and Christianity, this paper here will try to describe the historic contributions of
Christianity to China in spiritual cultivation, public education, development in news and
publications, social welfare and philanthropy, and other cultural exchanges. The opinion of
the author is: a correct evaluation of this contribution is very important for us to have an all-
sided understanding of Christian history in China and to continue dialogue and exchange in
contemporary new situation.
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