‘Seek the Welfare of the City’: Contributions of Diaspora Jews (323 BCE - 66 CE)
BERIETTHAEAL: AJTTHET 323 4F 2 AJT 66 4 (B #fE R R A K 5Tk

Tan Kim Huat [543 %

Abstract N &EHE

While the revolts against the Roman Empire in 66 and 132 CE did become for many the lens
through which to look at the Jews, this must be balanced by a consideration of the Jewish
attempts to remain where they were scattered, participating in and seeking the welfare of the
cities in which they were found before those unfortunate events took place. This paper is an
attempt to assemble and analyse the fragmentary evidence for Jewish contributions to life in
their localities before the great revolts. It will be demonstrated that such Jewish contributions
were not trivial but are of great significance. This will lead to the conclusion that the Jewish
response to the Diaspora was a complex one. Not only this, responses to Jewish presence in
the Roman world were also complex. Local conditions and inherited traditions all have a part
to play.
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