The Christian Role in a Pluralistic Society, with Specific Reference to Singapore
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Abstract N & E

In this paper, Judge Richard Magnus reiterates the fact that Singapore is a pluralistic secular
society; and that Singapore separates religion from politics. The Singapore Christian welcomes
this pluralism because he is equipped with a unique and a full revelatory doctrine. There is
generally a constructive and evolving respectful interchange of the secular state of Singapore and
the practice of Christianity here. Though a minority religion, the Singapore Church’s history and
involvement is very much part of Singapore’s history and Singapore’s efforts in nation building,
contributing significantly to the development of the Rule of Law, community policies, education,
the sciences, social and welfare programmes. The Singapore Christians have established top
schools, much needed hospitals, sensitive community and social services, expert family service
centres, unique halfway houses, common tuition centres, special prison rehabilitation
programmes, downstream care centres for the mentally handicapped and the elderly and the
destitute, felt-need refuge centres for the estranged families, leprosy centres; and care for the
blind and the deaf, the orphaned and the widow, the sick, the distressed, the suffering, the lonely
and the dying. They get alongside drug takers and stay alongside them during their recovery.
They get involved in heartlands of our housing estates.
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