Civil Society and its Emergence in the Modern World
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This conference seeks to explore the contribution that Christianity has made in history
to nation-building and the welfare of society. One of the key concerns today is how
we can build civil society in our nations. Many of the most highly developed nations
today are those which approximate closest to civil society. These are characterized by
an acceptance of democracy, affirmation of fundamental liberties, the rule of law by a
strong central state which is nevertheless not oppressively authoritarian, and economic
freedom. This paper seeks to argue that civil society in the west did not emerge in a
vacuum but out of a specific set of pre-conditions shaped by the Christian heritage of
the west. And although elements of what contribute to the emergence of civil society
are found in other cultures and traditions, yet civil society as we know it today
emerged only in the western tradition and no where else. This suggests that
Christianity played a critical and indispensable role. We need therefore to ponder
upon what implications this may have for us today.
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