Chinese Christian Contribution to Nation Building
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Abstract N AW

The Church in China for the past fifty years often refer to Roman 13; 1-7, 1 Peter 2:11, Philippians
1:27 and other scripture texts which are discussed in Bruce Winter’s book Seek the Welfare of the City.
Our experience confirms that the conclusion of this book “civic duties do not conflict with Christian
faith” is correct.

1. The history of the Chinese church shows us that if the conduct of missionary activities depart
from the truth of the Gospel and violate the national welfare of the believers, they would
alienate the church from the people and become self-defeating.

2. Chinese Christians initiated in 1950 a Three-self Patriotic Movement, and have come a long
way in encouraging believers to “love country and religion”, “be light and salt”, and “glory
God and edify men”. Christian population rose from 700 thousand to more than 16 million
since 1949. We regard the ruling Communist Party (who are atheist) to be a political
authority that “rewards good and punish wrong”. There is mutual respect on matters of faith,;
and cooperation on charitable endeavours.

3. The Chinese government present policy on building up a harmonious socialist society
is consistent with Christian social ethics. It presents us with a golden opportunity to
contribute to the welfare of the society. We are guiding believers to a theological
understanding of living in peace with God, with man, and with the natural order. On
that basis we can embark on practical social ministries, in order to bring about
religious harmony, social concord, and world peace.
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