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Abstract N A HE

The rise of radical Islam with its vision of a Shariah-based theocratic state invites comparison
with the ‘zealot' programme in the era of Jesus and the birth of Christianity. That programme
was provoked by the intrusion of Hellenism and in particular by the Roman annexation of
Judea and the imposition of the personal head tax. The key opponent, who articulated the
‘zealot' ideal, was Judas the Galilean who preached that there was 'no master except God'.

By contrast Jesus (i) preached love not hate; (ii) was wrongfully executed ‘as if' he were a
new Judas the Galilean; (iii) instructed Pilate that he was exercising his authority from God
(not Caesar); Jesus died forgiving his oppressors; (iv) critically, Jesus replied to the
entrapment question directing the payment of the head tax to Caesar, but prohibiting the
worship of any but God. (The book of Revelation was written in response to an emperor's
demand to be worshipped as God).

Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-17 echo each other and point to an earlier pre-formed
catechesis that must have arisen after Jesus and before the earliest letters. These passages (i)
call for a spirit of submission to rulers, and (ii) require disciples to forgive and not to avenge
their persecutors. Peter draws attention to Christ's own example at the time of his crucifixion.
A positive attitude to society (‘'the city') is implied by these teachings.

There are significant commonalities between Jeremiah's sixth century letter to captives in
Babylon and Peter's letter from 'Babylon' to exiles of the Diaspora. Both letters 'seek the
welfare of the city'. Peter's attitude paves the way to the time when disciples would not be
persecuted but would take their as members of societies where they would enjoy freedom and
make their contribution to the welfare of the City.
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