it have a trained librarian in charge. Usually this responsibility is
pumed by the instructional staff serving on a rotating basis. In
l, we had representatives present from eight countries and sixteen
feological institutions for a course lasting three weeks. In this
hurse we attempted to define the place of the library in theological
fucation for this area, something about library procedures
ud methods, and more about subject matter and book desiderata.
i discussed how library service is related to educational
zethodology, the nature and methodology of theological education,
1d the place of intellectual effort and discipline in the life of the
thristian community. It was for me a very stimulating group,
lerested in their problems, eager, alert, intelligent, and exceedingly
tind and gracious in every way. I am greatly indebted to them and
feel strongly committed to help them in any way that I can.

Some Impressions of the Libraries in
Protestant Theological Educational
Institutions in Southeast Asia and thel
Implications for the Christian Church

(An Address given to the American Theological Library Associati
at Toronto Canada, by the Librarian of Yale University
Divinity School)

RAYMOND MORRIS. First, perhaps, a word about Protestant theological libraries in this

prt of the world. Physically speaking, what kind of libraries are
tey? By and large, these are modest libraries, some of them very
sodest libraries indeed. 1In size of book stock, they run from a few
fundred to as many as four or five thousand volumes, with an annual
wok budget, if one may describe it as a budget, of perhaps five
tindred dollars or less. The quality of the book stock, however,
s more descriptive of the strength than is the size of these collections.
here are a few, a very few, collections of books of good quality.
lhe libraries at Siantar and Djakarta in Indonesia contain well-
ected books, quite on the scholarly side, even though the collections
e modest in size. Most of the collections, however, leave much to
¢ desired. Many of these libraries suffered severe losses or were
stroyed in the war. Their current book stock represents material
ought together in recent years, much by way of gifts from America.
1this we have not shown too much imagination and certainly wery
itle understanding of their real needs. Too many of the books are,
iiter a manner, good enough books. The important point is that
ey are not books which have been selected for the job in hand.
ey do not bear directly on the task of theological education as
flected by the curricular demands of the schools. The receivers
if these gifts have been embarrassed by this miseuided generosity on
ur part, and books have been kept which should never have been
unsigned to them. Almost all of these collections could benefit
fom drastic weeding. The need for resources for book acquisition
great.

There is a danger in making a report, such as I have been aske
to do, lest opinions and judgments go beyond supporting evidenc
A four-months’ trip throught the Orient does not establish one as
authority or insure good judgment and “a little learning is a dangerod
thing.” The Arabs have a saying that he who would write a bodk
about a land must do so in the first three weeks or live there thir

In my visit to the Orient, I saw much and I hope that I learns
much. But such comments as I feel free to make must be weight
as necessarily tentative in nature. Southeast Asia is a complé
situation. It is not a cultural or a political or an economic
and few generalizations can be made about it without qualificatios
I do not know what to make of much of Protestant theologicd
education in this area, nor can I so much as isolate the probles

{elating to it, let alone suggest an answer for the problems whit
see.

My assignment was carried out primarily under the auspices of l§
Board of Founders of Nanking Theological Seminary, and secondar
ly with the Theological Education Fund of the Internation
Missionary Council. I also did some work for the World Coun
of Churches, for the ATLA Board of Microtext, and T never forgs
that I am an employee of Yale. I was asked to assist in the dew
lopment of the libraries of Protestant theological institutions
this area of the world. A request for such assistance had com
from the field. As a part of the assignment, it was planned tha
Workshop or Seminar be held at Silliman University in the Phili
pines, to which those charged with the responsibility for the librans
of the various institutions were invited. Almost without exceptiol
the theological seminaries or colleges in that part of the world d

(8)

As the book collections vary sharply in quality, the libraries vary
) nature relating to equipment, organization, and administration.
fost of them are poorly organized and many lack a catalogue or
nindex as we know it. Usually there is some rudimentary attempt
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education i S . [ portance,—and manuals and helps dealing with the spiritual
oy d%?eoc? lt?anssg?;}r:?&st I(;“fsu'iW is suffqrmg because it has bes 5, etc. All of this is required and it is not to be
without a sufficient ada%tation tgsiteg} institutions and methodak litled. But the literature of which we speak is for a different
schools are replicas of what wasnr lgCHOIL)IS fact_ors,‘ The theolog fpose. It is for use in theological education for the theologically
in the Netherlands, in Britain of 'en:m ered in ‘the old counf@Mined pastor to be used in training and at work, and for the
More frequently t}{ey are not repli n bmechg, as the case might i icated layman. By the very nature of the case, much of this
of features of ‘the Ja traditiorf) c%"sh ut caricatures or exi ‘ il need to be produced by the Asian community itself. Western
education, is Western, and it doe ¢ structure, the ph folarship cannot do all of this, and indeed should not
frequently a different kind of Cult;rnalt work well. ppsEmpt to do some of it at all. We can be helpful in many
pre-theological training, or it pres context, a different kind s. It is not hopeless if we can understand the nature of the
munication which does not existp Itupposes a proficiency in Gblem and its implications. We are not going to move beyond
in its methodology without suffic ent I(D:resquose_s a place of the_ b i situation in theological training until we understand its impli-
society that its product. the theap onsideration as to the kind@lions and provide the tools to change the educational methodology

LRk, cologically trained pastor, will sesliid effect new and improved social habits in learning and education.

This brings me to the observation that by and large, theolog :

The problem, however, is stupendous in its implication. When
2 thinks of the multitude of languages and dialects involved and,
wanse of growing nationalism, that we must expect the use of
g6 to increase and not decrease; or when one considers the rigorous
muirements for editorial competence, the cost of publication, tran-
wition, distribution, etc., this aspect of the problem of theological
wucation appears to be most formidable. It is not helped because
¢ Christians have not learned to work togethfer. One of the di-
churches and fod] ; YO iressing impressions that one gains of much of Protestant mission
dynamic natureogfr t}?;lles(}gn lzg%?gdgmve hfallqd ?to anticipate ¥ otk in Southeast Asia is that, while it is a situation requiring a
on mission work, and the hous n gw o did?) and its influes mand strategy, in many respects we seem to be unable to work
think. They have failed to aPPr:COi;Vte ag‘;—]ager perhaps than 888ether in terms of such strategy. America’s contribution to this
educator, the place of the intellectual disci l'e place of the traiS not been favorable, especially our recent sectarian efforts. The
contemplative life in the Community of '(S:ch‘g sltne %nhiiihi Pltace of Siribution of the Almighty on this scandal of the Church is grave in
to have been, and this perhaps, was a calculated 1 o ol foptication.

. > ’ [< l'lSk, t 0
g)let}lzase (:’f] the Church through evangelism, but this has geggod
caucatons] Teaderan KPRt of ledersip, cpecaly

- - ANOW that forees and movements of (b
new da e . - 0
oSt glit;e(sqllllflfle‘}s.the withdrawal of the missionary, the Christi

that Western theological ed i i .

ucation and its methodology will work |
'tr;l)gnEe}zt ez;z;:;tt_fro? Idre(xistlchmodiﬁcation. What isé?/equired0
then, i tonal leadership, imagination, and exper; p
ncluding a greater willingness to trust the genius of Asil:)an llrngge&rl

AIhls %uggests_ other probl_ems in theological education in South‘
‘ s1ah. heological education in this area needs instructors &
eachers, men trained to do this very specialized piece of work, (

“Without becoming unduly pessimistic, one cannot fail to gain an
aitial impression thai the whole matter of educational leadership
¥ Protestant Christian missions in Southeast Asia may be in serious
wpardy. This is not to overlook existing leadership which, while
mited in numbers, has been truly amazing in the use of the gifts
ud grace God has granted. For these stalwarts we are grateful
nd give praise to God. But the hour calls for greatness in numbers
¢ do not possess. We are not to assume that here is a mustard
ged which is destined to grow like unto a tree. It could very well
¥ in many areas that Christian effort will become diluted or in-
Wbited, or that it will be stamped out. The deficiencies in outlook of
s missionary movement are not going to be corrected by expressions
‘pious sentimentality, by promotional programs of breadth without
epth. Practice without insight becomes shallow. Many things
te needed to support the Church in its culture, and among these
% 2 strong, vigorous, and well-trained ministry and leadership. The
aiptural injunction is that “You shall love the Lord your God with

There is a widespread need for the develo [ r
C_hrls'thn hteraturé; which in terms of Commlll)lrllif:ttio?lfiz gﬁ;pl{:‘
linguistic construction, suitable in substance and content and cuﬁ 4
ly oriented to those who are to use it. We have made some w‘
beginnings such as the World Christian Books—the most successh
genture to c_iate_:——and the Christian Students’ Library. There b
Iegn a beginning of the translation of Christian literature i
‘ndonesian. ‘There has been some translation of Christian class
into Mandarin. But most of the efforts of the Christian litera :
societies have been devoted to literature addressed to the Christh

layman in the form of translation of Scripture—a factor of utme
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would not _be too ‘much to say that the vigor of the Chug Sumatra ZO Burma

An experiment in theological teacher exchange.

are to be commended for the kind of leadership which they
LoTHAR ScHREINER, Nommensen University, Sumatra.

recruited and have led into i :
> ) places of importance. By g
?éggeﬁ)vi;wgsrln;mg. T}I)le_re is much that we in the tvbl'éitoggs}
roac i isi

missions in tarmy, of sty ITyiHiS Ser y not over. The days Mingadalon airport for a teaching engagement at Burma Divinity
Proyidence of Giod speuntural Iimitelzl ' ]g L;?Itloa]g rhrr.nte;i) or, in pol, Insein. But the reception on Seminary Hill was warm and
ghrlst tl?_ love men because they are men, to love mz;llgixgdetfga% dIy, ¢ 10 ke me fect happy and at home. How fad 1
mankind and we are children of one Creator—the Father

love, is in itself tim ; L.

eless and eternal, for our hour 1s but a wafs ce a number of theological seminaries were in session at this time,
mangements had to be made to enable such schools to send
segates to the Singapore institute without disrupting the schedule
i teaching in the respective seminaries. Such was the case with
£D.S., which sent Dr. Paul Clasper, professor of Biblical Theology,
% Singapore. Since Nommensen Theological Seminary was on vaca-
i during the months June through August, I was able to go to
ksein to take over Dr. Clasper’s classes. It was a real privilege to
to accept the invitation of the B.D.S. This venture of teacher
wchange was made possible through the generosity of the Nanking

sard of Founders.

Before I went on my way I had some correspondence with B.D.S.
sout classes, subjects, campus activities and other particulars useful
) know beforehand. A course in Systematics had to be continued
or the third year class and a course in Biblical Studies for the
jurth year class. We considered, whether I should carry on pre-
dely from where Dr. Clasper would have to break off, or if I
ould rather choose a subject of my own in line with the general
murse set down in the B.D.S. curriculum. Connecting our lectures
sould have looked something like this: one class had come as far
5 discussing the task of theology and the human-divine character of
e Bible. In their turn, general and special revelation as well as the
sguments for the existence of God would have to be taken up.
After careful consideration it seemed more practicable to give a
mit of my own. I decided to give a verse by verse exposition of
wlected passages of St, Mark’s Gospel, for Biblical Studies, and an
ftroduction to the Churches of S.E. Asia, their confessional position
nd background, for Systematics (Symbolics), each course to be held
‘hours a week. I made sure beforehand that neither of these topics
id been included in the curriculum in order to avoid overlapping
repetition. So much for the planning. What about the exe-

:- tion?

[IOEZ;t?er;OII{ay_mcl)nd/Morrgs has shown himself to be g good friend J

P frgflf[CZiSs; rzo?ls ins. ; Ez‘i Asia, and we have already beneﬁa‘t

¢ ojessional advice and critic it

this address with his 557 svems 105 v prif
perimssion because it seems to yg !

) ] ; us to e

number of vital issues. Some will find it too devastating péfilz‘zr

but we hope it wi :
will evoke some ; \
examination.] discussion, and cer tainly some sq
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