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cannot take away from me; the terrible conflagrations, which you see
consume almost every thing elsewhere, canmuot burn it, nor can the
floods overwhelm it, or tempests sweep it away. Knowledge, therefore,
young men, knowledge is the best property you can possess.”

In 1834, four schools had been opened for the Turks, one of them
within the seraglio; and 2000 youths were enjoying the benefits of
education on the Lancasterian method. N

These and other cheering facts all go to show that a change, favor-
able to improvement, has, at least, begun in the spirit and demeanor
of the haughty Turk. Though reformation must naturally be slow,

and must still meet with checks and obstacles at every step, yet we '

cannot dobt it will go on, till not only civil rights shall be recognized
and acknowledged, but the true religion from Leaven also be receiv-
ed. Recent interesting accounts from Briisa, the ancient capital of

the Ottomans, and still a splendid city, confinn this opiniop. A visi- -

tor to that city writes: “I could not be uninterested in the Turks of
Briisa. They appeared more liberal and tolerant than even their
brethren in Constantinople, whose reputation for comparative libera-
lity is not bad. With great civility and kindriess they admit Chris-
tians to their mosks-and mausﬂeums, and -engage in conversation
with the followers of Christ with cordiality and interest. It griev-
ed my leart to see such a golden door for the entrance of truth
among the Mohammedans of Brisa, and no one ready to enter it.
Next to Constantinople, there is probahly not another place in the
empire where a missionary to the Turks would be more useful.”
Smyrna is also recommended as an important and interesting statiou
for another missionary to the Turks. Though these are yet but pro-
spects, yet evidence is not wanting in the way of fucts, that there is a
growing tendency to accessibility in the Turks. Excluding Jerusa-
lem, Beyriit, and other places in Syria, now under the government of
Mohammed Al, and where Christian missionaties reside and pursue

their work with comparative quiet, there have been for several years -

Christian missionaries, and schools, for the Jews, Armenians, Grecks,
and Nestorians, under the dominion of the sultan, at Smyrna, Con-
stantinople, Brisa, Trebizond, and perhaps elsewhere, without any
opposition from the government, ‘ .

Such being the aspect of events, it cannot but be regarded
with wonder, and with devont gratitude to God, that while no efforts
to enlighten the people would have been allowed had the government
been in the hands of some Christian powers, a good degree of tolera-
tion is enjoyed by benevolent men in the work of doing good, under
a Mohammedan ruler.  And not only so, but the dominant power it-
self 13 desirons 10 look into these things, and to appropriate to itself
a portion of the proffered blessings. These things should he reccived
by every sober man and Christian as tokens of good.  From first to
Jast, the wholc carcer of the Ottoman power is calculated to impress
strongly on the mind one sentiment, that the lett}ng loose of those
fierce powers on western Asia and Europe was, in the hands of
the Almighty Ruler, a work of judgment and of mercy. It-was a
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judgment to the effeininate and disorderly powers, whio were supplant-
ed 'by their resistless inroads. It was judgment to those, so called
Christian -powers, who, entrusted with the true revelation of the will
of God from heaven, under the most solemn charge to make it known
throughout the whole world, instead of executing this sacred trust,
were nursing themselves in ease and indolence, or disputing about tri-
fling rites and ceremonies to the neglect of the weightier matters
of the great salvation, till they became an inviting and easy prey to
men whose welfare they had most iniquitously disregarded. But it
was, we trust, mercy to the conquerors, who in turn are to be conquer-
ed hy the mighty power of God, through the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Aud thus they will be, unwittingly, the means of good to those tribes
still further east, which first urged them in their westward course;
and thus will prove, not like the messengers of the Chinese emperor,

.who brought from the west an increase of errors, but it may be, the

bearers of the true religion back to their native seats, and Turkey
and Persia be the doors for thie gespel to enter all central Asia.

—~

Arnt. I1.  Siamese History: notices continued yrowm the Siamesccra
906 to 911 (or a.p. 1545 1540). By a Correspondent.

Siamese Bra 906, The king supported the prince Sisin, the young-
er brother of Yotefd, till he was 13 years of age, and then made him
a noviciate of the priesthood. Unmindful of the kindness which had
been shown him, he drew over to hnself several bodies of soldiers,
with a view to rebellion.  The king had him apprehended, an inves-
tigation made, and having ascertained the trnth, instead of having
him executed, committed him to the custody of Chayuat. After a
short tiine, he was released and put into the priestheod, where lie had
not been more than three days, when he had collected another body
of soldiers.  The news of this reached the king, who seut one of his
nobles in pursuit of him. e, in the mean time, had consulted a priest
to tell his fortune, who informed himm that Saturday, the Ist.day of
the 8th month, would be an auspicious season for putiing his plans
exccution. At that time, there were five noblemen, prisoners of state,
wlio sent prince Sisin a letter, saying that the king liad appointed to
have them executed the next morning; they therefore begged Sisin to
advance and rescue them that night.  He was thus induced to ap-
proach that evening. 'The nobleman, who was sent in pursuit of lun,
being apprized of his (approach) advance, mounted a white elephant
and came forth to attack lim. 8isin encountered o, knocked him
from the elephant, advanced, and entered the roval palace.  The
king, in astonishiment Lastened to his boat and fled mto the country.
veL. v, No. xIl, 68’
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Sisin released the five nobles from their prison, but was furiously
assailed by the king’s sons, Ramésawan and Maliintirit, and slain by
a musket. On the king’s returu, he had the priest, whom Sisin con-
sulted in regard to his success, and the five prisoners, whom he releas-
ed, dppr(zhendul, and stain, and their bodies exposed on gibbets with
that of Sisin. At that time;, the concubines of several noblemen ac-
cused their masters of having been coufederate with Sisin, and, the
accusation being found well bupported many of them were likewise
put to death.

907. This year the king caught a white elephant seven feet high.
B i =] p b=1

{These elephants are always dignified by some lofiy title, This was.

called the “gem of the sky.” The *“leveler of the earth,” the “glory
of the system of the world,” **clephant of the sun,” are utles fre-

quently given them. The reverence with which they are treated is-

truly astomshing. -The present king of Siam (1836), gives one
fourth of all his revenues'to one old dmgy creature, who 1s called the
“glory of the fand.” This suni, amounting to $everal hundred thousand
ticals, 1s entrusted to au officer, whose business it is to sce Wt expend-
ed-in the purcliase of fruits, ornunents, &, for the favored animal.
Just now she is sick, aud all the nobles and doctors are requir-
ed to wait upon her, and all the priests to pray for her. The pra-

khiang is so constantly required i her service, that he has built himself

a temporary residence near her, that he may be always at hand.  The
king himself feeds her with his own hand, whines about her, and
prays her not to die before he does!]

008, 'This year cauglit a white clephant 1n the jungle of Petcha-
bun [S. W. of Bankok]. In the 10th month, caught another with
her young, both white!

009. Caught two more white elephants. The country was now
distinguished by having seven white elephants, and its fame spread
through all nations. Honcc, vessels 1 great nmnbers came to trade
from Fr rance, England, Holland aud Surdt and junks from China.
Henece the priests, n()hle\, and brahinins, hunnrod the king- with the
title, “the mighty-emperor, Rijithirat, lord of the white (*lcp}mnts
The ramor of the king’s having seven white elephants extended cven
to the kingdom of IIonrrs (U ldl(l’uru) wltose king, seut 500 men with
a message, begging for two of them as an honor to his country. This
message was (u,comp.lmcd by the assurance, that, if his Siamese
majesty would grant his request, their frlcn(]shlp should be perpetual,
and with the threat, that, i he would pot, there wonld be a rupture
betwern them,

The king of Siam consnlted his nobles, most of whiom were in favor
ol yielding to the reqnest, masmuch as the Peguan king was mighty,
and had shown himself generons in rostnrmrrthv two Siunese princes,
whom lm had taken (‘«lphvo~ but three of tlmm,, the prince Riamésa-
wan, the forcign minister, and the minister of war, advised otherwise,
iu:xsxmur,h as the white (,I('])h:mts were the distmgnishing mark and
glory of the country: they aflirmed, moreover, Ih at lll\ Cmajesty had
Ten L white wlep ﬂnnhfbut the Peguans conld not manage
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and were obliged to return them; to do so again would be a disgrace
among all natons ' Farther, 1f the mmmrtl) of Pegu should make
war on the country, in consequence of a refusal, LllL\' would nnder-
take to defend it.

The Siamese king, therefore, sent the anessengers back to the king
of Pegu, with L()l!]l)llll](‘]lt\ deelining 2 compliance with his request.
When thix decision was known, he declared that, hienceforth the king-
dows of Pegu and Siam are sundered.  Ou cnnaultanon with his
nobles, he added, 1 have twice marched against Siam without taking
it,and for three several reasons: Ist, it is completely surronnded by

“water: and 2d, 2wt of provisions for a year's campmgn @ and 3d,

Pitsanulok, Sawankhalok Sulkhotai, Kampéngpet, and Pitchai, all
these northern countries are in allizaee with Siam, and there provi-
sions arc abundant.  We must, therefore 1.sul)dnn these northern pro-
vinees first, then Siam will l)c an easy prey. I will proceed this time
with an army of 40,000 men.? * He oave his arders accor dmrrl\ to his
“son-in-law, the governor of Ava, lis 11(])Iww the governor of f Prome,
the governor of Chiungmai, and all the heads of departments, who, as
soon as the rains were over, colleeted all their forces at Pegu.

910. By the commencement of this year, the king had collected
his forces from Pegu city, Ava, Lhmmmn (North LJ()\) Phukam
(Pugham), Pré (Prome), Pruan, Lakeung (Arracan), Chittong (Sit-
taung), Tanngu, Phasim \lm\\c:n) Bmlplmn Siriang (Sirian), Te-
rang, Mnmnm(M\rmlmn) \Inl(lmlmmw (Mdulummn) Thawa (Ta-
voy), in afl 80,060 men, 7,000 harnessed elephants, and 15,000
horses.  [I lmw liere given several names of places according to the
Stamese orthography and pronunciation, adding those, where 1 could,
by which the re Kpec tve places have already become somewhat known
to Luropeans.  Uhe circumstances of the commencement of this
march arc deseribed with great partienlarity and pomposity.  The
seeking of favorable omens by the brahman astrologers, the CpIPIldld
vestments and regalia of the king, his elephants, &(, are deseribed
i Mmost extr .lordumr) Junauage, which does not admit of trapslation.
T'he wmount of all 1s:] They pm(emlod by seven distinet marehes to
Matama, and were five days in crossing the river above thai l)l:l(,(’ and
thence proceeded by tweuty marches to Kampéngpet.  Trom thence,
afier some delay, he l)mm-mlod to. Pisanulok. [ What follows, may,
perhaps, be décmed . inte restivg as shewing a somewhat p(‘(.ulun
mllltfny manauvre.] "Tlhe Peguan king sent a message t o Mahiatham-
maraj4, the governor of I‘nu:nmluk, addressing him o Irmndlv t(*r[n\
as his brother, saying that he was poing to make a visit to \\Utl ‘
and wished lis brother to came and hold a little conversation '1lm ui
the affuirs of the countrv.  Before he sent this message, he had em-
pl()vml all his army i raising imumense mounds of earth near the clity
as high ag its walls. 'The governor, on learsing his request, returned
AN ANSWer, |aying that, as his conntry belonaed to the mighty em-
peror, the lord of the white clephants, it wonld be vnsaitah le for him

_ — — to comply-with thesinvitation sent—hint, —The Tegum Fing sent hiot

back word, that his country was new small, and one division of the
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Peguan army could make it sinaller. Mahathammar4j4, therefore,
requested four priests to go forth and hear what the king of Pegu had
to say. He sho{vcd them his scaling ladders and mounds of earth,
and told them, ‘that if his brother did not come to see him, he could
cause his soldiers to take each a handful of earth from the mounds
and fill up the city in a single hour. The priests conveyed this intel-
ligence to the governor, who said to his nobles, ‘1 have waited be-

yond the appointed season for assistance from the emperor; the Pegu-.

an army is immense’; the noise of it is like the noise of a hurricane ;
I must cither go, or the.city be trodden down, the priests and people
all desttoyed, and our religion brought to ruin. [If the ¢mperor is
displeased, I shall only die alone, which is better than that all should
perish.”  On Saturday morning, the 5th of the waning moon of the

2d month, he went forth to meet the Peguan monarch, who required.

him to collect his army, elephants, and horses, and in seven days be
ready to accompany him on his march. He collected 30,000 men,
the march commenced, and they proceeded, and pitched their camp ‘at
Nakhonsawan. [Intelligence of these matters reached the ears of the
‘lord of the white elephants, who was much disconcerted. He called on
Ramésawan, Phyachakri, and Suntonsongkhram, the three nobles
who had voluntecred to defend the country, to know what they would
do in the existing emergency. They determined to wait the approach
of the enemy and then make a desperate assault. 'The Peguan king
Jearned from the governor of Pitsanulok, that his request for two white
elephants was not granted, because these three men had undertaken
to defend the country against any invasion by him. He compared

them and their undertaking to a short legged rabbit who undertook -

to fathom the ocean, and a short winged bird who engaged to fly a-
crogs the ocean with Phydkhrut. [This is a fabulous monster, oflen
referred to in Siamese writing as real, having a human body, the bill
and wings of an eagle, &c.] ,

911. The enemy approached Ayithiyi; the king perceived the
army was too powerful for him to attack, and all attention was direct-
ed to defence rather than to assault. The Peguan monarch sent a
message, inquiring why the Siamese king did not come forth to attack
hir, as a matter of amusement, or if he had determined not to fight,
why he did not come forth, and at least hold a parley with hirm. The
lord of the white elephants found no way of escape; the next day,
therefore, he went forth in state, and was received with much civility
by the king of Pegu, who detailed the cause of his visit, and, as some
compensation for all the pains he had taken, now requested four
white elephants, instead of two. He also begped to take prince Ra-
mésawan and adopt him as his son. He added, moreover, Phya-
chakri and Suntonsongkhram to his requests, all of which, under
existing cirenmstances, were readly granted ; and he then returned
to Pegu.

Note.  Tinder date of Nov. 4ih, 1836, our Corvexpondent at Bankok thus writea
to the editur: = The subjact of orthageaphy to which yvou refer, has heen a matter
of disrussian, hut it is one of much diffienlly. You wy in your note (in the Re-
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pository for June), that the consonants most surely are not, in my communication,
always asin Enoglish. 'Ihis is true in relation to y in r@gjd.  "The Sinmese have no

J» but a sound which so much resembles it, that, as 7 has alnost universally been

used forit, I have used it not altogether inadvertenily, and as most likely to be |
readily understood. ‘That sound would properly he represented by ck, aspirated:

thus rachid, though more awkward, is a more correct representation of the Sia-

mese pronunciation than régza; 'The word which you suppose should hinve been

written réya Tirat, should, notwithstanding, be writen Rajathirdt, as a personal,

and not an officiul name.” ¢ Prince rdjda.” which you suppose is like <Me. Capt,'

is, nevertheless, rather like * Mr. Prince,” ‘ Captain King," the official rinme hay-

ing been converted into a proper -one.  There is one further explanation

wish 1o make. The Siamese have no sound equivalent to our th, as in this, then,

theory, &c., but whenever T use th, in spelling Siamese words, T use it for 1,

aspivated.  The sanic is true of the commumication, to * * * ¢ That transla-

tion was made more than 150 years ngo, and the book which contains it is ex-
ceedingly scarce.  There is one copy in the ¢ Penang library,” which was kind-
ly loaned me by the librarian, from which that was extracted. The whole is
i‘re(}uenlly vehearsed in Stam by the priests as asermnon to their suditors, and is
a pretty fair specimen of the discourses they give to honor Budha, and themselves,
I commit it to you to extract or review, or.to do any thing with it you please. In

my communications, I am not without the hope that they may he interesting
arlicle of reference to students of Stamese literature, and on this account I inteo-
duce more geographical names, with the Siamese orthograpby, than 1 otherwise
should. Those who read of a country wish, not simply to know the location of
places, but how the natives call them. 1recently purchased a map of Burmah,
-Siam, Cochinchina, Tonking and Malaya, published by James Wild, geographer
to his majesty, London, 1832. The number of places put down in Siam is con-
siderably numerous, but almost of all them are Burman, and evidently taken
from the dicton of some Burman traveler. - Should I ask n Siamese where such
and sueh places are situated, taking this list a5 my guide. he would bie confounded,
and tell me there were no so such in his country.’” Our luborious and psesevering
Correspondent is entitled to our best thanks [or his continued communieations.
That <“to ® * * " isthe life of Thovetat, translated from the Pali, and contained
in Monsicur De Ia Lovere's history of Sium, which'work we have, and hope to
notice it in due time: ‘Therce are some points in the orthography which stll
need explanation: why, for example, is prakhang written for praklang, phraklang,
or p'hiraklang 7 Maulamein for Maulmein ?

Art. III. Remarks on the diplomatic relations with Cochinchina,
undertaken by the government of the United States, with « stetc-
ment on the subject from an officer of the king.

Ihruerto the attempts to establish diplomatic relations between the
nations of the east and the west, have, with few exceptions, proved
unsuccessful.  Sometimes, indeed, they have not only not sue-
ceceded in accomplishing any good, but by bad management they have
tended to produce and to perpetnate evils, exciting and fostering sus-
picions, jealousics and bloody strifes.  Contemplating them under
such circumstances, the cusual observer has been ready to deprecare
all similar enterprises, and to dizenade from every attempt to establish
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