2E Notices of Modern China. My,

The éxtracts frowm the Peking gazettes, of which onr compilation
will chiefly consist, are gleaned principally 11‘.0111‘ the bt dochn.lcse:‘
Gleancer, the dMalucea Observer, the (‘)zml,on Regxster, }he 1,leillslatxt)f):
of the Royal Astatic society, and a few trm‘gslatmns given in the ap-
pendix to sir George Stavuton’s account of thq embassy te the klmn‘
of the Tourgouths, Some {;l,lDtZlFl()l)S are given also filom -O[IECI'
gources, which are indicared in their proper 1’)1('.10(35;.A 1.\5 w.(j‘ rj\\e min
fullest descriptions of China to Roman Catholic missionavics, so (3
we owe the present notices chiefly to missionaries of the lct'mme‘
churchy for nearly all of the tra nslations found in the ﬁrs?‘ Gneepc
riodicals quoted above were }urmshed by the !nt_e;doctm 17 ’ou‘:s(mf
the interpreter to the British' East Ludia company’s fu_(:toe%.y 'il‘l] :a[}.
ton, whose name is a skui’rl_cm:nt guaranty for their r_l(_l(?.‘l(.)':= i t(, e:\‘o
tracts commenee with the first uun\ll)c;‘ of the Endochme;e b Lanell‘,
a work which is now nearly ont of print, and wre contii i'eAd morg
or less from that date, May, 1817, to lthc present year. ‘.'iIhlS agm}cc
of time includes the three last years of th(_; reigu ol_. I\e;.LI\IIPg an(‘ t 1}(:
whole of the present emperor’s. A compilation guthmefl ‘hlom 51£1c1
sources miust uecessarily be very defeetive and 1_he results often
mconclusive ; but 1t is justructive ncvm‘Atlleless us far as it ‘doe}s )go,
hecause it narrates actual events, dL:l:_nh.’d‘ by the }_Juueaeﬂtmv;
selves in the ordinary routine of official dmy, W ].nAls,Ig. .Shddl;.el.;
through the pages of a newspaper or magazine, as 1;’0 ?}C ; aula,
they command little attention and are distrusted l)y. L mgcl\\m]‘pf‘:(;y
not know how they are nhtnmed.‘ Collected together and ¢ R?:ll ic ;
thev coufirm ench other and tend to clueidate more fully the subject

, which thev refer. |
Y“ ;‘i:i]ﬁ(l }1‘;3)111:;11? of the Peking gaz:zttsz w_‘ill b? found m a forn}ef
mumber of the Repository, vol. 1, p. 506, E‘or.mg 1]1(11111'(,‘1 n \\'l;l(}.!
it1s compiled we are indebted to the Journal ./\ilatl({LI? for I}::]CC’C,I];]CI;
1223, <« The supreme council of .lhvc le)“f?’j_ we are to v’!m'1 m)
perio(lical, “which melades 1}10 minsters, sits u<] {Elle m)pen}lr P_d, zjlc;(.
at Peking. Early every morning, nmple extracts 1‘r)r?1_11 t}hel; af a.ns .r];(;
cided ulion or examined by the emperor the c::m;;]gtvi)e ()(;:,H ',,!;p
fixed upon a board in a court of the palace. (;(}) CCI?S .'ll_l.‘.),
extracts forms the annals of the government; and 1t 1e|{1c}ch 1.e“1.1r1ft; e
rials tor the history of the empire are )drz}wn. '111? Ll.(:]]%uulxm;] ‘}.(»m
and the government establishments at Peking :1’1'0 01(.?1(? ,t IC]KT ore,
o make a copy of the extracts every day, und to ]?mfm\ﬁ l.u '_n),"l}
thelr archive The gm'crnm'ent officers 1n the .]J](JS?r.](?‘:(,lh‘l(}r(,(.l‘y'(,l,
vhem by their fehi tchan (_f_‘,f)l,ll'l(:l‘s)? who are rctained l”ﬂl 1}(,,‘ (lu‘!}'nta..
;-,\':;n:‘:;‘w fir that purpose. - But in order that all the lnhabitants

. o doe poress of publie
of the empire may ohtain some knowledge of the progress of publi

the: placarded extracts are, by permission of government,
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nted completely at Peking, without a single word being changer
i amitted.”” The rvesult is the Peking gazette. A court cirenlar 13
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A daily o0 Canton also, and slips of paper are oecagionally hawls
‘ b sazelte an London, on
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1845, Notices af Maodern Ching. P

ol the lucal events of Canton recorded in the Canton Register were
taken perhaps by Dr. Morrison from these publications, and some-
tunes, as is generally stated, on conmon report.

The penal code. Although the despotism of the soverergn s su-
bordinate to the despotism  of established usage, we must guard
against the supposition that his laws, like those of the Medes and
Persinns, alter not. 'The penal code has undergone several emenda-
tions since sir George Staunton’s translation appeared. It consisted
originally of the leuk, which for several ages comprised only 457
heads; in the fifth year of the emperor Yungching it was reduced to
436. Thele (novellee) or modern clauses, to limit, explain, or alwr,
the old statutes, were first introduced during the Ming dynasty, whicl:
preceded that mow on the throne, In the first year of the present
reign they amounted to 1573.%

The Criminal Board at Peking addressed the emperor in 1529 1
recommend a new edition.t The late emperor ordercd that a revis-
ed and corrected edition of the code should be published every five
years 5 the first five heing a slight revisal, and the vext a thorough
one. - “In consequence of the many ulterations,’ continues the Board,
* which have taken place darmg the pre

sent reign, the law and prac-
fice no longer corrcspond.’

A new cdition? was published the fol-
lowing year, in eompliance no doult with this request, composing
B volumes octavo.  The cmperor deereed at the same time,} that
mstead of fixing ten years of any other period for the republicati
of the whole code, the supreme coorts shall make as few altera-
tions as possible on the last code, and that when they are oblig.
ed to do so, they shall report them immediately to receive the im-
perial sanction, and’ then promulgate them throughout the empire,
The reason assigned for this rule is, that wily litigators and Jaw-
yers ayail themselves of the numerous laws made by the six su-
preme courts at Peking, to act upon the new |
as suits their purposes, which they are able to do, s Jong iz the laws
ave not published.—1t may not be aut of place to notice Lere, that
the forders” which have been promulgated at Canton during the last
ten years, as the laws of the empire relating to foreigners, are o
foand in the last edition of the cade, and that they have neithe;
personal access 1o the Chinese courts of Justice, nor that
of publication of the laws afleeting them,
to be due to the nativ
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of the country. We may digress further oo,

to rewnark, that so (ar from jusage being immutable in China, the
emperor docs not hesitate even o alter the characters of the lan-
guagres tor on his accession he deerced 4] that
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the nume of the late emperor, s father, be hereafter saered
that ta prevent its profanation it should be written 82, 1hy
W osing < the heant,” which e
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