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dom of Menanglkabu, are Agum, Datar, Lebban, Allang Panjang,
Peia Kumbio, Rapunahan, Ramba, Tumosei Kanto, Ujong Batu,
Batu gajub Dedap, Karikan, Kuban, Leantan, and Tandong, Our
anthority for these names s Anderson; who says that, according to
the fabulous Malayan annals, Sang Sapurba, a descendant of Alex-
ander the Great, was the first king of Menangkabu,
Sink was once an extensive and powerful kingdom. o Mr.
Anderson, who visited the country in 1823, the following skétch of
its modern history was communicated.  In the reign of sultan Ab-
dul Jahil Mohammed Shaw, the seat of government was at Buantan.
The king’s two sons, Buang and Alum, were of a quarrclsome disposi-
tion, aud nmtual jealousy and dislike was the consequence. - After a
serious dispute with his younger brother, whose part the king was
disposed to espouse, Buang fed from the country and beeame ja dar-
g pirate.  Having collected many adherents, he proceeded to Ma-
lucea, then in the hands of the Dutch, and in concert with that go-
vernment projected a scheme for taking Siak,  The plan was success-
ful 5 Alum fled, and, the king being old and infirm, Buarig scizid the
reigns of government; and, in cousideration of the assistance render-
ed to him by the Duteh, he allowed them to establish a factory at
~Pulo Guntong.,  About-eight years after this he set out on a piratical
expedition. A few months afterwards he returned, and anchoged his
fleet, cousisting of twenty-five large vessels, close to the Dutch fac-
tory at Guutong. 'T'he misuspicious Duteh reeeived Buang, and four
of his chiefs, with the greatest attention.  While sitting bestde the
Dutch resident, the eommandant of the garrison, the piratelking,
rajah Buang, drew his kris and stabbed hnn to the heart; a few
other officers in the room were nrdered with equal dispateh. | This
was the work of a imoment; and the erews of the vesscels, at a jgiven

sirrnal, rushed sword in hand amongst the people of the garrison, and

about 120 Dutchmen perished o the general massaére.  Thislevent

took pluce in the year 1150 of the Megira, which makes itupwards of -

ninety years since the Dutchi oceupied the settlement.  And 1o the
present time thestate of the country continues to be nnsettled. Vessels
from Java, Borneo, aud Celebes used to resort to it in great nungbers,
and carried ou an extensive commerce.  The population of the King-
dom, though still very large, has greatly decreased;-and thctmje has
been almost annthitlated by the Rinchis, the chiefs of a religions sect,
“who a few years ago extended themselves into the interior of | Siak
from Menangkabu. These chiefs ¢ are most'rigorous in preventing
the consumption of opwum; and puuish with death all who are de-
tected in thig indulgence. They prohibit colored cloth of any descrip-
tion from being worn, and allow only pure white.  Seree, lohj:lccn,
and betel, articles in such genceral use in all the Maluy counlricw, and
considered so essential to their comfort, are not permitted.  Fvery
man is obliged to shave his head, and to wear alittle skull-cap.; No
man is permitted 10 converse with another’s wife, and the women
are obliged to cover their Taces with a white cloth, having only two
small Loles for their eyes.” :
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Jambi was visited in 1320 by heutenant X, C Craoke of Peunng
from his journal we wather the following particulars =—"The conutry s
fat; aud towards the sea it is Jow, swampy, and subject to amnnda-
tion. 'The lnud rising in an inclined plane from the sea towards the
great central chitin of mountuains which divide l.he i.slnntl‘ ](:n:_rtl‘x\\‘b(f,
is probably of an alluvial formatiou. At Jambi (town), 1ts surface is
about twenty feet nhove the level of the river m the dry scason. _[1 is
composed of a rich vegetable mould, covering a bed of clay, mixed
with fine sand ; under which, at the depth of cleven or twelve feet.
there is a stratum of peat, four fect o thickness, containing trunks of
trees of various dimensions, the bark undecayed, and the fibres of the
‘wood retaining much of their natural color, strength, and elasticity.

Ihe substratumn is a fine light colored clay, slightly mixed with decay-

ed vegetuble matter. The bauks presents a section of succyssi\'c
layers of sand and clay ; ncither stone norgr:wc! were found 1 the
soil, thongh pehbles of quartz and fragments of ironstonc, washed
Jdown the river from the interior, have been deposited on'the sandy
banks. . The chmate at the town of Jawbi is considered hiealthy and
~agreeable. During Mr. Crooke’s residence there, which was in July,
the menn of the thermometer hanging in a close and hot cabun, was at
cunrise from T6° to 7775 at the hottest time in the day, senerally from
two to three o'clock, 8675 and at 8 r. a1 79° of Fahrenheit.
© The people have no regular forms of law, police, or government
in any of its modifications ; but the sultan is u()nnvnul]_\’ suprenie, and
arbitrary.  Tgnoranit and weak, .l_u‘)wuvcr,' n rcnhty, lis :u!th()m_y st
slighted or usurped by every ambitious chicftain; Z'_lLl(l the Kingdon is
thronghout in a state of confusion and .nnsrul(':. The tower classes
of the people are generally below. the middle size i stature @ they are
ignorant, poor, and indolent; but do ot appear to possess that cha-
inctér of vindictive treachery so commonly aseribed to the Malays,
Their arms are the Kris, speary and more rarely lire arms uf‘zx heavy
and chunsy make: these are said to be |n:u|u!':_1clm"cd‘ m Sumatra.
Of Palembang and Lampong we have very little 1111()1'Anmmknu that
ean interest our reade®.  The capture of Palewbang i 112, by
colonel Gillespie, was a most gallant achievement. The expedition
reached the eity on the 25th of April, and toole possexzion of the
place while the Malays were exulting in 1l.1c dvsvtructi(‘m of the ])ul(-.h-
garrison.  When Gillespic aained: possession of the fort, the palace,
and batteries, tiie horrors of the scene were dreadful. With n:{l)‘jv\ eii-
teen Britishe grenadiers, and a few officers zmrl‘s(,‘:mn;n, sotlicient to
man a barge and a gig, the (:()Im‘u:l lauded at mglxt U r‘lm:l\ at might g
and, nndismayed i the face of munerous hodies  of armed men,
e marched throueh @ nwltitede of Arabs and treacherous Malays.
whose inissilt:~\\'(:npcms, slm-pml uil poisel, alimmered l!:\j 'tluj Liehit of
torehes.  Tluge battfements, swith nnnrense wites, leading (rom one
area to another, presented the friehtlul Sl)i't‘,l‘:ll}[(; ol lumn:m bioad si,i?*
recking and flowing on the pavement. he massive g_".’!f(’\‘.(“l(}_‘:,,_gl
upon the rear and the Blood stamed conrtvards throneh whiel the
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party were condneted, :11»‘)1-;“1-(! il they were e pussnges
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slawreliter hionse, 'The palace exhibited a melancholy picturd of de-
vastation and eruelty, I every direction spectacles of wae eanght
the sivht, and were rendered ln'('\lliﬁrh awful by the elare of the <ur-
ronding conflugration, accompuanied by vivid Hashes ol lighuing
and lnlu} peals of thunder. .

We intended o ald in this place some brief notices of the ynoun-
tains, kakes, rvers, coasts, and harbors, s well as of the @il
vecathle, and ninerad productions of Smmatra; but our Tiits forbid
and we tarn, therefore, to talie o view of the inhabitaadts of the island.
Of the Malays, 1t 15 nol necessary to speak s but the Orang Puti, or
Padries, must nat be passed over without some notice. The By are nnd
to rescinhle the Wahahees of the desert. They are ’\[(»lmmmw].!ll\‘
and have provedihemactves inosl unrelenting and tyrannieal, Ton [s22,
st Sntord deserthed the moas l<l|H(HV Q uning ovound thluu'rlmuL
e northern parts of sunatrn. b s the practice of (e lwupl(‘
says the wrter just noed, whien Hn} are attadked) o plage [hl"
women and children e froat s and i the last onset by the Datel, it
i< reported that unt fess thine one handred and twenty women, each
with aehild m her corms, were sacribeed, the waouren standing e

The Battaks descrve particubae attention. Onr best anthoritics an
this point are sie =tunford Radies and Mo Andersans Ty February,
1220, siv Stamford, 0o letter 1o the dudhess of SBomersety) enve
the Tollowing aceonnt ol tins stugular people: <1 have jost left) Tap-
panaaly, situated tn the very heart of the Battak conntry, aboonding
i ecamphior and benjaming and full of Tuterest for Ihu lllIlIL thist :nul
phitosopher. B yoo hine looked o Mr. Mursden’s ln\mw nl ==
watra, von will recolleer than the Buautaks are eanbalz. L\m\ do
ot he surprised ot what T shadl tell you concerning them, forf I rell
the trath, and nathine bot the tth. "Fo prepare you a hiule, Bt
premize that the Battaks are o extensive awd populous nation of Se-
matra, aceupying the whole of that part of the island Iyt hetween
Ae Iu-r'n and Meoanelkal w, reaching to hoth the shores.  The enast
is bhut thinly imhabited, hm, i the wterior the people are said to) B,-v s
thick as the leaves of the foresi; perhaps the whole nm(m may
amounitt to hetween one and two imllions of souls. They ha Vf‘\d re-
milar gavernment, dehberative assemblice, and arve great ordtors ;
nearly the whole aof them write, nnd they possess hnnuau‘ amnd writ-
ten charaeter pecalinrto themselves, ﬂn ther lmuu::u* ane terms,
as well as o some of their laws andusages,the mllu( e ot ﬂm(l(mmn
iy he tine ol 3 but they hiave also a religion pm abir to themse lw O
HH\ e !\nm\lr*r[vrn the one amd only great Gad, uneder the title e)l -
bata Assi Assi(7), and they heive a trinity of great um]\,.snppusm] )

have hoeen created by T, T liey e \\.lrlllw r\\rl(m(lv taar and
honorable 1 all their dealines, and miost deliheratein all therr pro-
recdings, Their country iy hiahly enfuivated, and orunes are fer W

“The evidenee addueed by Mr. Marsden must have removed il
denabyt from every nuprejudic ol e, that, notwithstanding ol rln I}
their Fvor, the Battaks ave strietly eanuihs 1i~ L hat T hins wot gone half
for snoveh, He seoms o consider that b is only o ciases of prisons
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era tuhen o owar, or in extreme cases of adniu::“\g that the pragtice 3
man-eating 13 resorted tu, nud then that itis only s a it of reven
He tells us that, not satisfied with cutting off preces and cating thewn

raw, instances have been known where soue of the people have ros
up to the victitn, and actually torn the flesh from the bhoues wath: thie
teeth.  He also wells us that coe of our residents found the reviais
of an English soldier, who had beeu only hall caten, and sfterwards
QIINL()\(BIL,\I his fingers suckine oo a 1«)1R lnd Ly, bat first aken
warta from the fire: but §had rather refer-vour grace o the huok,
and i’ you have uot got it, pray send for iy and read sl that is suid
about the Baltaks.”

“Inoa swall pomphle ntely addressed to the Court of Dhiree
respecting the coasty, an instance =il more horrible than anyibing
rebted by Mo Marsden s introduced; and s this pamphlet was
written by a hieh authority, and the fact s nov disputed, there ¢
be no’ question as to its correctness. [tis veurly as foliows:
years avo, awman had heen found gailty of o very connnos eriue,
and was sentenced to be caten accerding to the Inw of the fand
this took place close 1o Fappanonly s the resident was unvited 1o
attend 5 he dechined, but tus assistant and wonative gtiicor were pre-
sent. As soon as they reached the spot, they found 4 Lig
blage of people, and the eriminal tied 1o wiree, wih bis Binnds ex-
tended.  The minister of justice, who was him wH' a cliet of sou
ransk, then came forward with a large kuife o hes band, whoeh bie
brandizhed as he approachied the vietim.  He was (ollowed by anmnn
carrying a dish, in which was a preparation or condiment, counpo;
ed of lirvnes, chillies, and salt, calfed sambeal. . Tle then called aloud
for the njured husband, and dewanded what part e chiose s he re-
phcd, the right car, which was namediately cut offf with one stroke,
and delivered to the party, who twening round to the man belind,
dehberately dipped it into the sambal, and devoured 1t 5 the rest of
the party then fell upon the body, cach waking and eating the part
most to his liking.  After they lm(l cut oft «w consideralile part of the
flesh, one man stabbed him to the heart ; but this was mtxm' out of
compliment to the foreign visitors, asitis by no mcans the custom w
give the coupe de grace.” ¥

It was with a knowledge of all these facts, that sir 8. visited Tap-
pauooly, with the determinotion to. satizsfy his mind mest fuily
everything concerning cannibalisin.  Accordinely be caused the n
mulh"e‘nl chiefs of that place to be assembled, aud o the preseice
of witnesszes, Mr. Prince and Dr. Juck, obtalned the fuliowing
mation, of the truth of which neither of the :5(?5:1]['1\15‘1[ had dhe
least doulxt It as the universal snd stodbiig Tow of s Bk,
that death by eating shadl be intheted in the following cases: 151, G
adultery; 2d, for amduight robbery; 3d, o owars ni in
that 3 to-say, in one district against another, the prizomers
ficed 5 Ath, for intermarrying 1 the snme trihe, whicl s
the cirewmstance of their b T QNeesTHrE 1 COImLIon ) ad
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# trencherous attack on 2 honse, \‘i‘gl;lgl;,(»l' persen.
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