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of the states have been settled for eentunies, and have risen to power

and an advanecd state of civilization: others, which had obtaingd the
summit of prosperity, and were enjoying the beuelits of a1 most ex-

tensive commeree, have, in the lapse of ages, and wuder chauges of

systems and governments, been gradually retrograding, and theiripow-
er aud authority 1s muel circnmseribed.  There are others pgain
of a recent formation, and where government and character] have
-not arrived at that stubility, consisteney, sud unifonnity, winch we
tind in the more avciently cstablished kingdoms,  Some of llw‘Lmlcs
were founded by emigrants from the powerful cupire of Menangka-
bu 5 others by shipwreeked mariners from the coasts of Malabay and
Coromandcel ; and by settlers trom Acheen, Java, Borneo, Cejcbes,
and the Malayan peninsula ; many of whonhave perha)i been jusso-
cianted tagether as piatieal adventurers, aud have derived trofy the
product ol their forer barbarous avocations, the mcans of foupding
aufloursshing Lingdonm,  Great distinctions of muanuers, hobits,| &e.,
must be the consequence of sueh a otley assemblage of different
tribes.” > [
Accheon oneo figured in history 3 but itz ancicut power is broken;
and the acceounuts of what it was centuries ago,’ will affonl us but
a poor idea of whac it now js. Sir T, 8. Raflles, while in Sumatra,
vemarked coneerning the country @ ¢ T'he power of the l<ing 1s dly
becoming more precarions, and the government is rapidly breaking
up.  Almost all the powerful chicts, whether of the coast or interior,
have assumed a virtpal independenee, without formally renoupeiny
the king's autharity 5 while the power of the young king is too muach
enfeebled to be able cither to compel obedience, orto levy the usual
taxes and duies for the support of his dignity, * One of the prigeipal
of these velractory chicfs is the panghulu of Susa, one of the didtricts
formerly most produetive in pépper. . The young king ‘is hy no

means deficient in general abilities, but has been designedly depriv-
ed of proper edueation by Ins mother, whose influenee in the cojmtry

1s sull superior to his own,  This circwmstance has throwy the
prinee, in o great measure, into the hands of abouy hall a dozen of
half-caste Portuguesc and LFrench.” o ;
Again, immuediately after having ‘resided three months at Acheon,
m =19, he remarked concerin

o that pluce @ < Lhe ost ipdartant
discoveries we made, were the existence of extensive teak toresty near
the northern coasts, and the general prevalenee of mutilated Hindoo
nnages 3 the intesior 5 of the former, T obtained specimen hrapehes
of the trees, aumd undoubted evidence ;3 :nd of the latter, the acchunts
given were of a nature which left little doubt in my mimd with regird
10 the fact. 1 have obtajned also several copies of theip-mnals, awd
much information regarding their constitution and egstows = their
lime of Mohammnedan kings appears to have commenced in GOT of the
Hegira, and from that period wotil that reign of Sceunder Mada, or
Macota Alem as he s more generally called, Acheen is said 10 have
been tibntary to Rum 5 it then obtained  exemption from teibute,
The crown and regalia, appear to lave been brought from Rugn,
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shortly afier the establishment of Islamism s and 1 think it probuble

“that Acheen was the first and most importunt footing obtained by the

Mohammedans to the castward, and whenee their religion wus sub-
sequently disseminated among the istands.” o
Mcuangkabu is u very nncient kingdou, aud its junsdiction onee
extended over nearly or guite the whole of Suniatra. It lias been fan-
ed, sinée the enrliestperiods of history, for the riches of its gokd
nrines, is ron ores, and other mmeval productions. It was from
Menagighabu that the gold whieh traders found at Malacea, in re-
mote periods, was earried. - It was to the gold of Mebangkabu that
Makicea owed its designation of the golden Chersouesus s and within
ity dominions, geographers have arked the situation of monnt
Ophir.  Sir Stanford was of opinion that the Menangkubuans of the
Malayan peninsnla bave emigrated {rom Sumatra 3 and was confinn-

“ed hy this belief, from the fact that “the sultan and all-the prineipal

officers of Rumbo, & Malay kingdow,about sixty miles inland from
Malucea, hold their authority hmmediately froim Menangkabu, and
have written comujssions for thew respective offices @ this shows the
extensive influcnee of Menangkabu cvén vow, reduced as it is i
comnmon with all the Malay states,

The capital of Menangkabu is the celebrated Papernyong, visited
by sir Btamford and lady Raflles in 1#E50 Teis builv at the foot and
pantly on the slupe of a steep and rugeed hill called Gunung Bongso,
renwirkable for its appearanceé with three peaks. Below the city,
under a precipice of fron fifty to a hinndred feet, winds the benutiful
streinn of Nelo, which passes Suruasy, und takes the name of Seongy
Amuas or the golden river. In front of the city rises the mountain
Berapi, the suunnit of which is about twenty miles distant. Pageru-
yong and Suruaza have heen repeatedly ravaged; all the adjacent
country howeveris desgribed us being exeecdingly populous and highly
cultivated. . Ou a woderate ealeulation, the poprlation within a range
of fifty aniles round Pageruyong cannot be estimated at less than
wwdhon, < The. whole country,” says sir 8., ““as far as the eve
could distivetly trivce, was one coutinued seene of ealtivation, inter-
spersed with tnnumerable towns and villages, shaded by cocon nut’
and other fruit trees. 1 nay salely say, that this view equalled any-
thing T ever saw o Java; the scenery s nore majestic and grand,
population “equally dense, - cultivation equally rich. i comparison
with the plaun of Matarun, the richest part of Java, T think it would
nse.  1lere, then, for the first tiine, was 1 able to trace the source of’
that power—the origin of that nation, so extensively seattered over the
castern archipelago. The estunated height of Pagernvong above the
Jevel of the seais 1500 feet. I My, Marsden’s imap, the eity is plac-
ed ut about cighty-two miles nortbeast of Padang, and sixty-six trom
the coast. By our observations we found it to he not more than Glty
miles from Padung, and forty-tive from the coast, in o straieht Live :
the Iatitude being 147 south, and longitude tventy-cight imles cast of
Padang.”’

The prancipal proviices and districts, which constitute the kmg-




