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ment of an cmbds\y, l)c a{L(erardb prosecuted to
etloet by stow degrees, for that much niight be ob-
tained from lhem by time . and mauagunuxt,\ but
nothing buddeu]} o "

MISCELLANIES. |

SPANISIL RELATIONS WITH THE -CUINESE, VIEWED IN CONNECTION
WL THETR BEASTERN rossessions. - We were wrong v our last

uumber; i saying that Spanish-ships e excluded from the port of

Ciaitou s suel is not the case.  The Spanish flag, as well as thosc
of all other European nations except Russia and Portugal, 1s al-
lowed to cuter the tiger’s mouth, or. the Bogue.  In t.\u, not one
of altthe nations of Liurope, eujoys so great privileges in China as
the Spaotisle having iberty with the Portuguese to trade at Macao,
and aceess plso to the ports of Canton and Amay.,  But while the 'y
have enjovdd these advantages on the one, hand, the Chinese on
the othér, hitve béen treated by them with more ‘rudencss and se-
verity, tha funy other people. And why are the Spaniards allow-
ed av: mtages which are denied to other nations?  And why suf-
fered to maltreat and oppress as they do, the subjects of the celes-
il cmpire? < Tt hare old custom,” 1s the answer usually (rl\e“
by the Cliiuese to the first question.. Tu reply 0 the SLL(H\(I
may be remarked, that the paternal kindness of the Chirese, so
ult. 1 applauded by lll('msvl\L:, never extends beyonds the boumla-
s of their own empirg ; ¢ those who go away from their conntry,
ave o the Wighest degree unfilial, and “deserve the severest chas-
! »()In(‘,l;[.”' T'lis government seems to be wholly indiflerent to the
weliire of those of its subjects who go abroad to other countrices.
That the Chinese anthorities are not entirely ignorant of the sit-
aation of their conntrymen at Manila, we infer from the well-at-
tested Gty that the system whiel they have long been e endenvoring
tolinpose upon foreigners Lieve, lras been borrowed from the Span-
ish government.  We are informed on' the very best authority,
that Pavan-ke-qua, the father of n late well-known senior llong
merchant, aud_grandfather of lum who now bears the same name,
Juwving had occwslon to visit Manila, saw there the harsh treatment
inflicted on the Chinesc in order to keep them in .Slll’)JcCthH, and
nudrked it as a Cwodel and motive’ 1o he weted o, after his return
to Canton. e was a man posw«k(-d of eonsiderable influcuce in
“regant to all measures eoncernming foreiguers ;s and the restrictians
“on their privitezes, which he . cansed 1o be introduced, have been

aradually hecoming more severe, since the middle of the last cen-

TlllV
- But notwithstanding the ]mn]wru of the bp’lm.mh m this
country, they actaally carry on aless amount of trade with the Chi-

~and ¢outh, the islunds of the Pacific and the rising empives of the

_the. provinces _are” all “ a proud=spirited race ofaneis ind such—
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nese, than-most'af the other nations which frequent these shores,
1n addition to their other sdvantages; their possessions in the east
give them (acilitics for commercial imtercour=e with the Chinesce,
far heuer than are Lll]()y(’d hy any of the other nations ol Lluup(.
To be thoroughly convinced of this fact, we need only look for a
monent at ¢ the kingdom of the Pnhippines,” whic h ik the property
of the crown of Spuin: A small volume «nml(d “ Renarks on
“the Philippines, and on their edpital Manila,” published i Tndia
in 1828, will supply us with much information relative to our pre-
seint sub‘)(ct

« Of the numerous groups of islainds which constitute the wma-
ritime division ot Asia, the Plilippines, in situation, righes, fertil-
1ty and ml[lll)lil", are equal or saperior to any.  Nature has here
reveled inall that poets or painters have thought. or dreauied of
the unbowided luxuriance of Asiatic scenety. "Tlhe lofty chains of
mouuntains, the rich and éxtensive slopes which form their bases,
the ever varying change of forest and savanualy, of rivers and lakes,
the yet l)la/mrr V()lL:lllO(‘ in the midst of forests; coeval perhaps e
with their first umpuon-—.lll stanp her work, with the murlnv cin-
hiems of ber creative and destroying pawers.  Java alone can'com- M
pete with them in tertility 5 but in riches, extent, situation and politi- i
calimportaice, itis far inferior.”” Theirposition s strikiuely advan-
tageous. - With India and the Maluy archipelago on the west

- New World on the cust, the vast market ot China at their doors,
“their insular- position mld numerous riversiaffording a facility of *
connication and detense on ey ery part of them, an active and
industrious population, climates of almost all varieties, a soil so fer~
tile in vegetable and minera) productions as alinost to exceed ered-
ibility 5 the Philippine islands alone, in the hands of an industrious
and conumercial nation, and with s free and enlightened govern-
ment, would have Deeone a wighty emiptre @ they are a waste !
Bv a census taken in INSET-(R, their |m]m|'1lmn amonnted to
,.,,-ih 009 souls.  Only a few Innidreds of these are Furopeans ;
the remainder are \onuw\, Malays, Mestizok, and Creoles, *Tlie
negroes are in. il mob wility, tie original inhabitants of thesc isl-
ands " they are sinalk in stature, \\unll) headed and thiek lipped ;
they =ubsist cutirely on-the eliase, or on fruitz, coots, herbg, or fish ;
they are often nearly or quite ll(ll\( d, and live in ]mt~ \um(‘tlmo.\
]l()W(’V(‘l., t]lLy form villeges in the dwp vallies, and sow u ligle
tnaize or rice. : e
The Maluys, or Indians as they are called by the Spaniards,
appear to have enigrated to this country at diffevenst times, aud
from . different parts of Borneo and the Celelos.  Those of

materias), with proper cultare, would {orni- the foundation of all

“that is great and excellent in human natuve; *hut for three lun- *

dred years they have beein ground to the eartle with oppression ;
~they have been erushed by tyronmy s their k]nnl has lvu 1 tortured
by ahuse and eontempt, and brutilized by ignorauce. 1t is not

i
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" here menpt o accuse the Spanish laws; many of them ave exeellent,
but these are rarely enforced, or if they are, delay vitintes their
. offect. That this countryy the most favored perhaps under heaven
by nature, should have ‘remained till the present day almost a
forest, is a eircuinstance which has gencrally excited, surprise iu
those who are acquainted with it, and bas generally Lbeen account-
¢d -for by atuibuting it to the laziness of the Spaviards and
Indians 3 but this s a superficial view of the subjcct; the true
. reason why, so little jmprovement has. been wade by the inhabit-
ants of the Philippines is, * beectuse there is mo scewrity for
property.’ Doeg -an unfortmate Indian serape together . a few’
Cdollars to buy a buitudo, which consists his whaole riches?
Woe to him if it is known; and if his hquén is in a lonely situation,
he is infallibly - robbed. Does he complin, and is ‘the vobber
canght ¥ In a shiort time he is let loose again, 10 take ven-
acance ou his. aceuser, and rencw his depredations. Itandreds
of tamilies are yenr]y yained in thi's_ wnyr. n i
. The imperfeet mode of” trial, both in enil and criminal cases,
Layy them open to a thousand frauds. While the civil power is thus
“shamefunlly corrupt or uegligent of 1ts duties, the chnreh has not
forgotten that she too has clang on the Indiau. Slie hag marked
out, exclusive of Sundays, above forty days in the year, on whieh
o labor must be performed throughout the islands.  Exclnsive of
these air,e,numerous,locn] feasts iuhonor of the patron saints of towns
- il “churchies.”  These feasts ar¢ wmvariably, after the procession
o s over, secnes of gawbhng, drinking, and debanchery of every
description.  Thus_they ansettle and disturb the course of their
labors by calling off reir aftention from their domestic cares; and
by continually offering ocensions of dissypation, destroy what little
 spirit of cconomy or foresight may exist aniong €0 rude and 1igno-
raut a people. Notwithstanding all these disad vantages, the writer
of the * Remarks” before us in sumining np the character of the
Tudian, says, * 11c is brave, tolerably faithful, extremely sensible
to kind treatment, and [eelingly alive te injustice and coutempt,
proud of ancestry, which somne of them carry to & remote. epoch ;
fond of dress and_show, humnting, riding, and other field excrcises;
but prone to gambling and ’ﬂissip:ltioﬂ. He is active, industrions,
and remarkably. ingenious. Ife possesses an acute car, and
groond taste for musie and painting, but little inelination tor abstruse
studies. He has from nature exeellent talents, but these are useless

for want of instruetion, The little he has reecived, has rendered

“him fanatical in religious apinions ; and long contempt and hope-
‘less -misery have mingled with his character a degrée of apathy,
which nothing bat an entire change of systém and long persever-
anee will efface from it.” "
Under the name of mestizos are included by the anthor of the
hook, uot only the descendnnts, of Spaniards by Tndian wouien
. smd their progeny, but also those of Chinese, who are in general
whiter than either parent, and carcfully distinguish themselves
. " from the Indians.s The, meslizos .are, as their namnes denote, &

. vernor.

. verned by alealdes, ¢ the det

- Z.ebu.
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mixed class, and; with the ercoles ol the country, like those of : !l.

colonies, when wncorrected by au European education, inlerit the
'\'l‘ccs' of both progenitors, with but few of the Vil‘L\jl:ﬁ of cither.
Iheir ‘churz\cmr has but tew marked traits; the pl;"mcipul ones
are llwu;‘ vauity, industry, and trading ingenuity < a3 to the \re‘«t‘
money is theingod 5 to obtain it they take all shupes] prowise aud
betray, submit to every thing, trample and are trampled on; uil i
alike to them, it'they get money 5 and this, when ol)rtuincd’ Llw&f
(hssumte in lawsaits, firing connon, fireworks, iilumiuulion.: pro-
cessions on feast days and rejoicings, in gifts to the (:]llll'('}’l:’i or
m gambling.  This anomaly of action is the businéss of Vil,\cir
‘hvc.s.. Too prond to consider thawmselves as lndiun; and not
sgn{hcmnlly pure in blood to be acknowledged as .'\,'pami’:u‘(i: the
:\t.}gct the manners of the last; with the (lr(!.:s of the first ;u;(,l (lcs}:
|n=;mg, are despised by both.”  Such are the three m’cut,clusscs of
men which nay be cousidered as natives of the l’liiiippine iskands,
I_he crcu’le Spaniards, or thosc whufe Dlood i3 but hittle mingled
with Indion ancestry, pass as Spaniards. . Many of them are
respectable merchants, and men of large property while oth‘c s
‘:1r$rsunk i all the vices of the Ludians and mcstizgs’. "
. tl}n‘e:3 ;f:)‘;f:r‘zlknlb:l:t?lfntl(lrc lbldlllda is composed of a governor, who
court.” which-is ,l_;' r,‘Lllu alja lleut.‘govcrnor; an(! the supreme
, which-is also the council, and is composed of three pudges
and two attorncy generals.  The financial affairs arc under “the
direction uf‘ an ntendant, who way be called ﬁnﬂnciuf 'TU:
‘ ({(nmncrcml aftuirs are decided hy the l?Ull\‘l([(lll()bUI‘
chaber of commeree, composerd of all thie princi al, and i
Manila, some of the inferior werchants,” Th ‘1 v b inistr
sz, sane o O ’ percliants. he civie adnunistra-
Lo . o the ayuntamicnto, which ig composed of two
a u\ldc:%,' twelve ‘regldo!'s. or aldermen, aud a syudic; these en-
J:i{m:rl(hl]; e_"(lt‘(]a]l;st;:v‘lprn'll.cg‘cs, approaching those of houses of
e o qud: ng)\]»(:l and police are lgdgcd mn the hands
T C‘\L-;‘Lli])s‘ | wf(]zi a [::1‘(1'(;5; to the corregidor are subject the
g «] i - and o ccl'ﬁ,ot towns, who arc annually clected
y the natives. ~ ‘The provinees, tweaty-nine in vumber, are go-
il gtv iy f‘l‘lnlll()d L‘-nmnics and the real oppres-
(,);Ilylizltl(iil)(;b\l:l]::‘:c]::sd;ll:lll]g:l::]ir:f:“ Js (t:o'mp()sed of an archbishop
I, e s mc. qr(-ll,ﬁid~l|lb, \\.(‘) (;n)(Lucmna and one o
bishops, 3000 dollars mmnwlf] . 'ltlmp’ ) (. )p’ “~ml that of ~th('
$ ally. . The regular Spanish clergy of all

orders are ubout 250; the ian clere i \ :
v 100D, ) 50; the Indian clergy are i nwmuber {l'nnl‘ =Wy

7 or . e o . .

w :.hl(ttélrr\\(.ry l?tgly,‘thcsc rich islands hiave been a constant hurden

o u; ';u'J) v]“ (t)l Spmn, woney having been nimually sent from Mex-
' supply their expeuses. The cstablishient of the monopoly of

tol et i
tobacey has principally contributed to supply tlis defieiency = * the

;(-]llnsl}nt llnrs ;n'twlqz_uuouut more or less to 81,000,000 per annum.™
) 5 SC ] N ¥ ) ) .
ter of these monopolies isthat of cocoa wine, a weak kind or

i N o .
o it producgd 1r012 [t}:c Juiee of the toddy tree, Bovassis gomedus
! o somadus,
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~and {rom-the nipa, Cocus nypa; of this large quantitics are used
by the natives, the net revenuc to goverument varying frowm 2 to
300,000, The poll-tax, with’some variations and exceptions, is &13
forevery married Indian, from the age of 24 to 60 the m(::tmu:.
pay 53, aud Chinese §6 cach. The customs produ‘ce from
I to 300,000 dollars per annurn: The remuining partof the re-
venue is dcx wved from minor sources, such as cards, powder, stunps,
) &e.'* The govermuent waiutains a tolerably thuu}t wihtary and
AR marine est: lhhshmum.

The agricolture is but in its infaney.  The sonl is in general a
rich red mould, casily worked and very prodective. l'u,qutut
rains, and nomcerous streaws aud rivers, add to its extraordinary
fertility.  The country is sceldom afilicted with droughts, but is at

bor; and the horse which is very sinall, but hardy, is ouly ¢mployed
Jor riding. . Rice and cane grow plentifully ; < the indigo plantis
very fine ;" cofted wud cotton ‘are cultivated but only to a very
liumted extent. Tanber is excellent and plentiful.  Their forests are
not infysted witli those ferocious aunimals whicl are the terror of
the other Asiatie cowntries.  Serpents, howcever, attain an enor-
mous size; the largest are those of the Boa genus.  The supply
ol minvrals is exhaustable.?

T'he merchant of Manila, according to Comyu, who wrote in
1509, is < entirely difterent from lhc merchant of other parts of
the world 5 he hias ‘no extenstve correspondence, no hooks, or in-
tricale necounts; his ()l)cl‘l[lollb are confined to a shipinent of

Limtkrupts Lave been the io produce a correet set of books to the
chamber of commerce.”  But says onr author, “they arc now
muele improved, and though not exeessively cnterprisimg, are
hetter “acquainted with the true- principles ot commerce.”  We
need not detain the reader here with any aecount of the funds
('mplmml in their trade, or of that deep rooted jealousy which the
Spaniards of the l‘lnhppuu’s long cherishied towards all that is not
Lo heir own. - Sinee 1800, h()wuu, forelgners have been (rm(llmlly
adntied, and they lhuc supplicd the wants ol the conutyy by in-
roducing Furopean articles, and carrying off’ surplus produce,
“when a sulticient guantity. could he pr(murul to employ their cap-
ital.  The whole nmnber of vessels wlich entered the port ()i
] 5 Mlanili in 1527 wis cighty-three s of these, 34 were “nacionales,”
; and A9 = estrangerss 3 and of these latter, uine- were from 1hc
ports of China, n(utll of Canton. In 1818, the wvumber of foretgn
wes~sels was ilty-two : articles brought in tthe ships were (‘.llnh]‘l(,'w,
wanlens, sitkz, printed cottons, wines, spirits, birds’ nests,- tortoise
&hell, waxgte Ll‘s‘j(lﬂﬂ“lrﬁ te— A setive-constingtrade 1s-earsed
ol by the natives @inong the islands, though lll(,y sufter dreadlully
from pirates
“ A mest serious drawhaek,” mmong other hindrances 1o the
eomnereial prozperity of the I‘hlhplmn(,s, “las been the negligence

times devastated by locusts. -The buffaloes are used 1 all field la-

bales to Acapualeo, and to recetving the silver i returny and i’
forty yéwrs, only one or two instances have ocenrred  whercin .
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or ignorauce, or lmtx, which have preveuted the nxt.lhlnhlm it nl[
-bonded warchouses, or a system of drawback duties on re-expor-! )
tations. A glaunce at their -position, and the consideration ol the
monsoons, will convince auy one, that this was of all things that
for which ample provision should have been made; .[nd it would
he no exaggeration to say, that this commuerce wonld i iy few yoirs
have inereased tenfold with China alone, had this plan heen adopt~’
ed. The enormous duties and’ vexatious spirit of the Chinese go-
“verninent, together with what must often be the ease, the fleceing
combimmtions of the hong nierchants, would long ago have driven
away every vessel from their ports, could a@nother have been found
near enough to insure a supply of goads, which from the cuterpris-
ing spirit of ‘the Chinese, could not have tiiled.  Manile is this’
port. * ¥ % Jywould be foreign to the object of a cursory sketeh,
like the present, to enter further into the details:of the subjeet.
Einough has been said 1o bear out an assertion, which those who
are acquainted witli the trade ‘will not think-exaggerated, that had
this system been fairly and eqitably established, one half of the
trade to China, would before this, have centucd at Manila; and
it 1s only ‘at Mauila that the ad\'mmgos of such a transit_ (()ul(l
have been unknown or neglected-in the " ninetecuth ccotury.’

We have followed our anthor maueh further in detail than we st
first intended ; and we have done” this solely in cousideration of

~the nterest ‘llld importavce of the facts which he narrates, and

which, generally, -are fully corroborated by a manuscript accoaut

“written i 1830, . Ifin a single pstunee we have deviated at all

from the truth, it las been uniuntentional;- we owe the .Spaniards
wothing butgood-will; "and we deeply regret that they have turned
to so bad aceount the pnnlem':. wiiich they have enjoyed, and con- .
tributed, as they certainly have done, to raise.and strengthen the
harrier which has separated China from the vest of the nations.
The Philippines were disépvered by Luropeans carly in the 16th
century, and reecived theiripresent name i 1543, They were
shortly after visited by the Chinese, whom the Spaniards have al-
ways, from that to-the present time, regarded with jealousy and
treated  with llOCllllty, sometimes lnlvnulmnn their comuerce or
C\p(’“lll" tl)cm from- their r('rntonex, and sowmctimes slaughtering
them:'in great. numbers.

I Note. Since the above was in type. i friend ll}l\ informed us, that be thinks
the w «uohomo system, whieli our author recomijends, s heen establizhed.

: Frec Trade with the Chinese.

AJ,\[}@TU)f(lﬁ01lm(‘lxtil1aE lately bepen received frone Purope
relative to the affairs of India and Chinaly the latter o conrse are
the most interesting to this commuuity, as !hvv contain the poli-
cy proposed to be pursued in regardio ogr M(lu with this place,
which is' the hroad prineiple ol free commperce,




