274 . The Budhism of Siam. - Nov.

Tur Broursy or Siant.*—Budhisin appears, of late, to have
attracted, very mueh, the attention of Spholars in Europe.
Though this far extended superstition is found, in the’ several
countries which  have adopted it, under a variety of forms
and loeal peculiaritics; yet there are certain general charac-
teristies - which render it at all times casily rt,cocrmzable, as
originally the same, i all countries where it lms pruallen.
But to trace .its nature from the works, almost innumer-
able, which have been written on Budhism, in the Bali or

Pali language, is perfeetly lmpossnble. for with no religious

creed has snch extravagant afld incomprelieusible lan«ruatrc
been employed, -in the delineation - of  its dogmas —lanéuuge
which can convey to the. reader’s mind uothmg but confusion.
So long, mdeed, as these voluminous writings confine them-
selves to the delightful regions of Magadha or South Baliar,
(the birth place of Budha), they are mtclllglble' but ‘as ‘soon
as they ascend to the celestial regions, and thé Budhistic par-
adizse,—or launch into the unfathomable depths of the me-
temp:ychoﬁls, and the innumerable Kalpas, the reader is lost
in a chaos of unmeaning words, or of the grossest absurdltlc
The ‘restorer of the peace and happiness 6f mankind,’

Siam is Sommona Kedom, who is said to “have been born
at Ceylon, or Lanka, as their sacred books ecall it. This in-
dividual was the foun+s of Budhism in Laos, Camboja,. and
Siam. - Whether he wus a disciple  of Budha  himself, I bave
never been able.to make out.
the most  benevoleut actions;—he bestowed alms upon all who
asked them, and he even went so far as to kill his own fa-
mily, in order to feed. the priests. Not satisfied: with these
outward actions, he -practised habitual mortification eof his body
by fasting and prayer; whereby he acquired a fame for sanc-
tity, aud great renown amongst all his cotemporaries. In con-
sequence of this great sanctity, he obtainedj power to work
miracies, and to assume whatever size -and stature he pleased.
At one time, lie appeared a mighty colossus; at anether, he
beecame so diminutive as scarccly to be perceptible.” Things
past, present, and to come, were all open before him. With
the swiftness of thought, -he could transport himself from one
place to another. Great were his exploits,—incontrovertible
his power! Bnt, after the pcrformnnc(, of so many great and
wonderful actions, he died ih a fit of anger, for having eaten

His life is described as a series of

a

pork. After death, he advanced to.the hlcrhest statc of ‘hap-
pmess,——an:n/ulatmn, while ~ at the same tune he remains

the great hencfactor of all that moves on earth. Another
Sommona Kodom 1s yet to come, who will perfect the work
of his p.uleccssor, and restore clernal peace, after which all
will move on, in unceasing met'lmorphosns, till the whole e
\W'ﬂlmycd up in 'mmhllatlon.

* By Rev. Charles Gutzlaff.

Csome bovs as their pupils,

Aund after having learned o hole Pali, they  cnter
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Such is thL hero of Siamese Bll(l’lﬂlobj Iis volaries arve
very numerous. - T'hey have tdken possession of the fat of the
tand.. They live in a state of celibacy. Their houses, not dis-
suml.n' 1o (el}s, are built . the’ newhbomhou(l of their templc

l)(l'f()dd.\ Tlic greater part of tlw day they speud m dle-

'n(,sx but towards cvening, us llw sun- goes down, llley assem-

ble to recite their vespers. The dawn of the moming calls
them to the! exercise of their tnendicant functions; when they
are .chumpflmc(l by their disciples, carrying a large bason for
the: reception of food.
receive. from ‘the iunates boiled rice, vegetables; and meat.
With the\c sup])lms they hasten homewards.  As ithe food
they receivé is more -abundant thau they themselves can con-
swne, they feed, with the .remdinder, poor people and ani-
mals,  Being tll(, only -iustructors of yontll they usually have
who, at the smne time, act as their
servauts, The hLouses- hullt tor these priests, or talapoys,. arc
far better even than those of the inferior nobility.  Thus, while
nomuinlly they liave retived fr()m the world, and renounced its
lr]e'leurec. 't]ll’
who contimlc m e exercise of \\'Oll(“\
for - such o' numerous host of idlers.
Priests are present at all the religious ceremionies of the
Niamese. - They also repair- to the louses of individuals, to
recite prayers, and to imtiate childrep into the dutics of the
world—which is cénsidered a peculiar ceremony.:

bll~1lle~., labouring

“In-all res-

pectuble families, there .are, at stated periods, .a species of
_prayer meetings, ‘or domestic services.

On-thesc occasions, a
talapoy attends to rccite prayers: which he reads, in a monoto-
nous singhig tone, from a Pali work. During this time, his
auditors nil. remain in a knecling posture. When he perceives
that they have become tired and drowsy, he ends the service;
and 1is tl)on regaled with food; . after which the assembly dis-
perses. But the principal  duty of @ talapoy is to learn the
Pali Janguage. A few only acquire such a knowledgd: of it as
to understand cven the easiest works which it contaiffe, The
major part, are satisfied when they can reed it fluently.

The- Siamese nuns are generally old, deerepit feinales, who
act- as. the. servants of the tdlapoys._\ They are tre: ted with
very great contemipt, and do not exercise any religious functions.

'lhc vows of a talapoy are not hmdnm llv may  enter,
beave, and re-enter the priesthood; .at p]('l\lll(‘ Those, how-
ever, who have attained a high' rank 1 the priesthood,  findd
it dlﬂu'lllt to leave their vlo\'ltcd stations, and descend aenin
to the comnonalty,  On acconnt ol ‘the great sanetity whicl:
ataches 1o the life of a priest, all the nale population enter
the priesthood, for a time; nor are even the privees exempt
from this dnty. As may be <upp0~'wd these novices are not
very exact i the performance of the duties requived of them.

(lgillll nrte

@

They  stop betore cvery. house, and-

ar reuht) far niore comfonl(ll)lo than those.
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the worlid. A talapoy is not amenable to-the faws 1 he has
commutted a crime, he mwust be secularized, before he can be
_puntished.  Even the King is required to pay lis respeets to

these hicrarchs, and to hear their éxhortations, i the most

humble posture.

A few ol the waxims to be observed by the Siamese priest-
hood are here subjoined. ’

“ Dig vot the earth whereby that element is greatly msult-
ed; which should rest undisturbed.” .

“ Neither sit’ nor sleep in go high a place as that of you?
superiors.”—'he prineipal euqucltv of the talapoys, .us ‘well
as- of the whole nation, is in the manner of sitting.” Inferiors
must crouch down. before their snperiors, \\huh the latter oceu-
p¥ the first and most elevated =eat.

“ A talapoy - who rides on a horse” or an (lvplmm or who
is carried i a palanquin, sins.” He mast avoid . beingy” bur-
densome to either beast . or tree. '

‘A talapoy, who eats any thing that has life, sins.”  Even
the kernels “of fraits are included in the eatalogue o prohiibi-
tions.  The priests themselves cannit boil rice, for the grain
1= said 1o have life. Henee it 1= cither given to them hoiled,
or thelr servants prepare it for then. o .

“ A talapoy, who uses shoes ‘hat cover his heels. cns”
Flenee they weuar sandals. ‘

< A talapoy, who does not eat with crossed legs, sins.” This

; qeinl mode of sitting, as well when reciting prayers,
—ii the state of apathy which their law directs them
to—thev are engaged 1n religions contemplations.

Reyvariks oN tne CoREAN paNGraGrh. —TThe

civilization and  literature of the greater part of

castern Asia originated in China.  In Ching, first,
characters were formed to express ideas; in Chi-
na sages and lawyers lived and taught; and from
China, the other nations reccived their civil in-
stitutions.  Corea, Japan, the Lewchew islands,
Cochinchina, and Tonquin were suceessively re-
claimed from barbarism. When these several na-
tions adopted the Chinese mode of writing, they
introduced also the original sounds of the clmra(-
ters; but as their organs of speech dlﬂuul wide-
iv from those of the Chinese, they were either
unable to pronounce them correctly, or they con-
founded them with similar sounds in their own
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language, which ‘were more familiar to their ears.
We find, therefore, a great variety in the pronun-
ciation of the (thbe characters, among all the
nations who have adopted them as their medium
of writing; yct, e {'(,n in this variety, there is a
striking analogy ‘with the pronunciation of the
(hme\c character in the Mduddrm dialeet, which
ts the true standard.

T'he more literature advanced, the more com-
mon the use of such phrases in the colloquial dia-

leets became. - Thus, though the spoken lanéuacm

of the nations by whom Lhmese characters wers
adopted, at lirst widely differred from the Chi-

as, by the dd(thIOIl of Latin words and phrascs
nmong the barbarians who overthrew the Romarn
cmpire, their native tongue was gradually chang-
ed into a latinized jargon or palois. Nevertheless,
the Chinese characters, when merely read over

were unintelligible 1o an illiterate native, unluw

properly oxplamcd in his native tonguc; though

. the  sounds were not eutirely foreign to his ear.

Thus two lallguaﬂ% arosce, one merc‘lv explczﬂ\(

of the sounds of the written characters, the othor

fxpr(,aan'c of the i1deas uttered.  For the latter,
the natives of the r(>~pe(,t1\0 couiitries, above-na

“ed, invented alphabets,  strictly adapted to. their

own organs  of Speech.—These :general remarks
apply fully to the Corean language.
Though the majority of the inhabitants . know

uese, yet they gradually became assimilated,—jus: -

i

how to read the Chinese written: laxwuage,‘thev(

have, nevertheless, for greater convenience, adept-
ed an alphabet bmted pecuhiarly to  their own
tongue, similar in theory to the Japanesc syllabic
system.  The formation of the alphabetic characters
15 mtromcly simple, but at the same time very
Ingenious.

Therd are fifteen general sounds or consonants:

Wthh with their characters, arey 71 ka, | na,

m(, i~ nal, |7 mah, | pah. A tsa. A a, (or gna).

o



