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This sketeh of the early history of the Jupanese, will atford us a
part of the duta upon which we must form our opition of thelr] na-
tional character; at the same time, we must: avidl ourselves off the
testimony of those who have visited the country since it bechne
kuown to Europeans in the sixteenth century,  Granting it to be a
fact, 1%t seems most probable, that the Japanese are not deseen-
dauts of the Chinese; vet having been civilized by that people,jand
having derived from them no small part of their laws, literature, jand
religion, it is not strange that they should benr a very stnking resem-
blance to the Chinese. Tlis resemblance of course s not 50 vidible
n their form ‘and features, as in the great outlines of their natigual
eharacter.  Pride and arrogance are the distinetive traits of the|Ja-
panese of all classes. They look down with scorn upon all their
neighbors, not excepting. even the Chinese. - Those who are injau-
thority are fond of pomp aud show; and wheuever they appear
abroad are accowmpanied by a retinue, and- always exact -from their
inferiors the same respect that they themselves pay to the cmperor.
As to the courage and bravery of the Japanese, writers ave not agreed;
but in these qualities they would be found, we apprehend, if put tolthe
test, not very unlike the Chinese. | S

Van Overmeer Fisscher, who resided in Japan from 1820 to 1829,
and visited the court of the seogun at Jedo in 1822, has published
to the world the results of his obscrvations in that country. The
most prominent trait in the character of-the Japanese, he sdys,
ts ambition. * The princes voluntarily make- the greatest sacrifices
in order to obtain from the seogun new titles and more elevated
rank ; and their vassals likewise, in their turn, employ every expe-
dieut to procure honors and advancement from them. :The superior
classes alone have a right to be carried iu a closed palanquin; thpse
of the inferior ranks can use only a kaugo, a kiud of sedan. Kti-
quette is rigidly observed in every thing, and no one dare to refuse to
a person of superior rank the honors due to him.. Notwithstanding
the wealth of the mercantile class, traders are held in no esteem ;
they therefore strive, by rendering financial services' to the pringes
and grandees, to obtdin some post in their suite, which gives them a
title to wear distinctive signs.” Mr. Fisscher, though evidently dis-
posed to culogize the Jupanese, acknowledges, with all others that
have visited their country, that tlrere are usages among them which
¢ cannot fail to shock even European ideas.” Additional light will
be thrown on the character of the Japanese when we come to speak
(as we intend to do -in our next uumber,) of their government, their
literature, religion, manners, customs, and intercourse with forejgn
nations. Captain P. Gordon, who visited Jedo in 1818, says he neyer

was in a country, ‘the inhabitants of which conducted themselyes

with so mmech propriety as the Japanese; they were not only polite
and affable towards. him, but invariably so towards each othgr)
The captain here speaks of the people; and there is no reason|to
doubt, that were they free from’ the restraint of their rulers, they
would, like the people of China, welcome foreigners to their shorps.:
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Arr, 'll. ﬂ!()hdll?]llﬂ([(llll.\‘IIl; s present attitude in eastern and
western Asia, with an outline of a defense af fhe gospel asainsi
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the Malayan Mohammedans. b

. A colrr((ispondenl, who has lang been faniiliar with the Malays, hag
atwarded to us a paper containing my epi " a work 4
lishing iu the lzillgl.ll:lé'c Ofd:;:“[')‘e':)cl')l::" ‘i[:li[;)l(ill(l}li(:l‘eg “‘?l[\];lo“‘ I‘)“l)--
hing ~ i 2, ‘ a Defense of
the gospc:l against Molmimncd‘a‘u.objcctio_ns§’ and i3 a curious ﬁn(l
interesting work, and will prove insttaétive and convineing to Mus-
submen. It seems Lo have been ¢alled forth by the present circum-
stances of the Mohammedaus in the Malay states. "T'he religious
tenets of the Turk and. Malay, derived from the same soul'ceénnd
cl_u_—srls!ied for several centuries, have given to them a degree of simi-
larity in their national character. Though the Turk is possessed of
more polm.c.:ll power than the Malay, vet he scarcely. exceeds hiin i
tllt)§e qllah_ues which have rendered ilrblll both alike formidable ta
their enemies,—and all are theit eneniies who are not with themselves
R'l(:llish:pexjs ?ftl_lc false prophet.  In the administration of justice the
ays are lax in every re ; but gencrally !
their haughty claime. In soms of 1. senlomene, ooy SOTee
i se s, y Inan has a
fl\‘\i'ortli,' a creese, sometithes tivo, and frequently two or three spears.
thrl(?w.lxltt:g (:I;l:af;:t Iitﬂl‘:c;b:;)écn'l;}(‘:d J:}‘\;clllls, being very heavy, and are
| , that 'z distance of ten or twelve paces, they
will pass through the body of a mian.  T'he Malnys who are t;"ainea
and armed in this way gre usually proud idlers, aud are freqtentl
engaged in deadly quarrels. Bat the gospel of God is destined [j(;
subdue and triumph cover- all the bad passions of these men; and
alrea(ly‘the circulation of Bibles and Clristian books amona 't];em
:llq.[lle’lr neighbors has roused many of the Malays to’ search the
;f?;;}:liz_(:;a{::'}d to compare then m.th‘ their own cre‘cd,"fthc doctrines
In western Asia, Mohammedanism has herctofore exhibited a still
nore imposing aspect.  “ Its laws have ever imposed tribute, or the
forfeiture of life, upon unbelievers, and denounced 'rnevitnl)]e’: death
upoen apostates.  Its professors have long held at the disposal of their
arbitrary ‘will, large bodies of suhjngated Christians; they once tri-
umphed over the chivalry-of Burope; and fheir sovercions sat/ﬁ on
the subverted throne of the Cmsais.””  But changes bave taken pl]aco
even in Tu_rk‘uy—-—the very seat of the monstér;\cyhnngm which tond
to hiberalize and humble the disciples of the Arabian conquefor, Ry
his recent adoption of Christion improvements, the sultan t}‘ie'vi(‘e‘_»
gerent of Mohinimed, has broken the spell which hound to him mil-
Lions of loyal subjects.  To that &’uﬁgi()lls fanaficism whieh has ever
been the strongest pringiple of obedience m the Turkish vassal and
of bravery in the Turkish soldier, he ean no fonger appeal. l(:')n("o he
h'".“', nn]y_tu impose the ban of ewpire upon the fanvous Al Pashi
of Yogunina, and the head of the outlaw soomn agraced tlre Jnrta(}; ¥
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the seraglio.. Now the same interdict is issued against Mohammed

Ali of Byypt, and his victorious army only marches the bolder; to- -

of Navarino, with other cases, have shown the Mohammedans of the

wards the walls of the capital.  The late Russian war and the b:!\ttlc
Turkish empire that they are but men—men too who have their

equals... The cousequence is, that the improvements of modern Eu- -

rope can now be introduced, and will prebably soon spread, throngh-
out western Asia. - By some such means, doubtless, a way will be
openied for the introduction of the smne hnproveinents among the in-
habitants of eastern. Asia. The Mohammedans that are found in
China, have lost much of their characteristic pride,iby the endurance
of the still greater haughtiness of their masters. The Turk adds to
Jhis spirit_of’ domiuation great strength and boldness; the Chinese
has indeed the haughtiness, but not the nerve and daring off the
Turk. On every side, therefore, we see reasons for ‘encouragement.
In the Malay states, the spirit of inquiry is waking up, and search is
being made for the truth. In western Asia, the glory of the sultan is
waning, and the pride of his subjects is brought low.—But we must
return to the paper before us, which we give in the words of ourcor-
regpondent, only * curtaibng’ some parts of it, agreeably to his sug-
gestion. .
The first chapter comineices with an account of the sacred |ora-

cles, and produces many passages out of the Koran in praisc Of the -

Old and New Testaments, pointing them out as the fountain of truth,
and the sure directory in. matters of faith and practice. It then shows
the attemnpt which Mohammmed made to establigh the truth of hisjown
mission by an allusion to the sacred books of the Jews and Clris-
tians, and how he told his followers to go and ask those religianists
whether the law and gospels did not contain prophecies respecting
himself; but supposing (as well he might) that the. Jews and Chris-
tians would not bear him out in his claims, he further enjoined it on
his followers not to give heed to what those religionists should | say.

Finding at length tﬁ\at the Jews and Christians would have the best of

the argument with lini, and be enabled to couvict him of advancing
unfounded assertions, showing from their books, that no such things
were prophesied of him as he pretended, he then sought to shelter
himself under the assertion that the Jews and Christians had struck
out or altered all those passages which referred to himself. Various
passages from the Koran and ether Arabic writers are then guoted,

in which Mohammed brings forward this charge; and one passage in '

particular is adduced, which Mohammed affirins in his Koran yefer-
red to himself, and which the Jews and Christians had struck out of
* their writings. This is the well known passage in the GlIst ch. of the

Koran; * and Jesus the son of Mary said, O children of Israel, yerily -
I am the apostle of God sent unto you, confirming the law which was -

delivered before me, and bringing good tidings of an apostle who shall
come after me, and whose name shall be Aimed.” Butthis passage, it
is shown, never was uttered by Jesus, and is to be found in no g spel,
aithcr authentic or spurious, now extant. The reply to this, that the
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passage being not now found in the gospels, is no proof that it never
was there, is then discussed; and the proofs brought forward that the
_sacred Scriptures, as they mow exist in the haunds of the Jews and
Christians, are unaltered and unadulterated, and remain the same as
they were when they proceeded from the hand of the prophets and
apostles; and since the Mohaminedais ground the ‘controversy on the
assertiou that our sacred Secriptures have becn altered, if we can
show that they have not.been altered; then the main argument of
the Molimmmedans falls of itself to the ground. °

The second chapter goes largely into the proof of the point that
the sacred oracles have not becn falsified or changed. In order to
this, it is shown that the Seriptures held sacred by the Jews and
Clristians consist of two parts, the Old and New Testaments; of
these the Jews acknowledge only the first, but the Christians, both
the first and second. With respect to the Old Testament it is shown

that the whole work was 1ot written at oue time, or by one individual,

bat that it is divided into various sections which were written partly
by Moses and partly by other prophcts ;sand as these prophets were
not contémporary, their writings were published rat different in-
tervals. Further it is observed, that the sacred writings were not
sent down ready made from heaven, but were written by human pens,
while the authors were under the influence of the Spirit of God, by
which means they were kept from error, and wrote ouly those things
which were agreeable to the mind of God. The various dates annd
authors of each of the sacred compositians are enumerated, and it is
then shewn that about 460 years before the coming of Christ, the
wholé of the sacred books of the Old Testaments were colleeted into
one volume . which from that'time to the present has been carefully
guarded and highly esteemed by the Jews, who use 1t in their syna-
gogues, read it in their dwellings, plice their whole confidence in it,
and would rather die ten times over than let it go out of their hands.
They have even counted the number of words, letters and points in
this book. Indeed so very particular are they, that if a letter is
wanting or even written awry in any sheet, they instantly reject it.
From these things it is wferred, that the Jews would on no account
presume to alter their sacred writings, and should one individual dare
to do it, the whole nation would rise against him and condermm him.
The translation of the Old Testameut into Greek, about three hun-
dred years before the coming of Christ, is then alluded to, the causes
which led to it, the way in which it was executed, and the use it wis
of both to' Jews and Grecks, among whom it was widely spread; all
this occurred about a thousand years beforc the coming of Mnh’am—
med ; it is therefore argued that, if the Jews in the timle3 of Moham-
med should have theught of altering the 1{cbrew Bible, they would
not have been able to alter the Greek translation, tllilt,llﬂvi;l(f hecn
made a thousand years before, and carried round to countriez 1000
miles distant; and if they had altered the Hebrew Bible ouly, and
not tlie Greek translation, then the latter would have falsified tflc: tor-
mer, and a great discrepancy would have appeared between them':
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but on examination no such diserepancy is found ;—the inference
therefore is, that neither the one nor the other have been altered.

It is next showu that no part af the N, T'. was written by Jesus him-
sclf, or during his hifetime, but by his apostles and first disci‘l-)lcsg(aftcr

his ascension, who going about from place to place preaching the
word and establishing churches, were required to write some accpunt
iof what they had heard and seen, and to correspond with the va ious
societies of Christians established by their instrumnentality on thejsub-
ject of the religion they professed : thus the gospels aud epistles werc
written at various times, by eight different individuals, from ten to

sixty years after Christ’s ascension, The miracles wrought by the

writers of the New Testament are then spoken of, as credentials,
proving the diviue origin of their whission, and the high authority of
their writings; on.this account their publicutionls were received by the
Christians of that day, as of binding obligation in the church of od.
Each society of Christians obtained one or other of the gosp els or
epistles, which they carefully preserved and communicated to (‘):}hers
of their brethren, nll within a short time after the .death of the last of
the apostles, when the whole were collected into oue- volume| and
called the New Testament. L
Ilad the autographs of the apostles been preserved to the present
day, and could they be produced, the controversy would have been set
completely at rest, These being hawever lost thirough the long lapse
- of ages, recourse must he had to manuscripts taken ‘from them, and
copied alter them: af these, uumbers are preserved, which are thgught
to be, wore or less, 1200 ycars old. Proofs are then brought forward
of the antiquity of such manuscripts in something .of the following
ovder.  Bpoks in the present day are printed, but _printing has not
been invented wbove 500 years; thus if any one should bring us a
printed book, we might certainly know it to be no more than 500
years old ; but if hie should produce a manuscript, we might congider

jt to be more tlmnf\SO{) years old, because peojle \\_'ol# uutEnkG
¢ .

irouble to multiply copies of a work hy writing, when theY could do
it much more easily by printing, ~Again, we now use paper to rrite
on, but paper has ouly been invented 1000 years; if one should bring
us a book written on paper, we wight know it to be less than 1000
years old, but if he should bring us a hook written an parchment,
and not on paper, we might judge it to be more than 1000 yeard old,
because people would not write on dear parchment when they ¢ould
get cheap paper,  Moreover the Greeks have been in the habit of
using two kinds of letters, large and small, but the small letters |were
“invented 1200 years ago; if therefore a person should produce a

written in smail Greek letters we might know that i was less

1200 years old; but if he ghould produce onc written in large Greek
letters, we might conclude it to he more, than 1200 years old, be-
cause people would not write in large letters which oecupy 1 uch
space, when they were acquainted with small ones which would
came in a less room. Besides this, we may jundge of the age }of Y

ool
than

jnanuscript’ by examining the condition of the paper or parch

|

nent
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on which it is written, and the color of the ink employed.  If the for-

"~ mer exhibits warks of decay, and the latter is turned pale, or yellow,

we may then know that the manuseript is old. Something also
may be gathered from its history, and if according to authentic re-
cords it-has been handed down from high antiquity, we may arrive at
a degree of certainty respecting the age of the manuscript.

An account is then given of some of the most ancient and ‘cele-
brated manusecripts, with a short deseription of their age, history,
present condition, aud where they are to be found; viz. the Alexan-
drian, the Vatican, the Cottonian, the Colbertensian, the Cesarean,
and the Bezan ; most of which are considered to be 1200 and 1300
years old, or even more ; besides these, six more from 1000 to 1200,
and 469 nearly 1000 years old. - Allusion is then made to the ancient
versions, sueh as the Coptic, the Syrian, the Abyssiniau, the Vulgate,
the Persian and the Armenian; some of which were made within a
century nf_tcr the apostolic age, aud some later, and all of which are
in a goud state of preservation to the present day. It is thien shewn
that all those manuscripts and versions have been carefully examin-
ed, ?nd diligently compared, both with each other, and with the
received text of the present day; and this has been done by men of
“"lSdO[l'l_ and skill, as well as of probity and good report, who have
given their undivided attention to the subject tor years together, and
some during the whole of a long life, and who are therefore entitled
to-our regard and confidence. '

Something is then said about the liability to error in all human
productions, and that there probably never was a copy of any thing
nla_de,‘ which in every letter, stroke, and dot, followed the 01'igi1101.
The prophets and apostles wrote indeed as they were moved by the
Hu}y Ghost, and therefore all their writings were corréet ; but when
thetr books were copied or translated by uninspired men, it was to be
Cxpected that faults would appear, not important ones, such as would
affect the senseé,, but trifling discrepancies in letters, points, &e. It is
Ten suggested that even in the Koran varieties appear between diffe-

. rent copies; for in the time of Mohammed the different chapters of

the Kora.n were published by piecemeal, and deposited m o chest one
by one, just as they were issued, until the death of Mohammed, wlhen
thie whole were collected and arranged by Abu Beer. In the wean

time, however, others had recollected various passages, which they had

committed to writing from memory, and thus discrepancies arose; so
Ll}ut there are now seven separate versions of the Koran, all of which
dlffcr from cuach other, in the number of the verscs, and in other not
unimportant particulars. So that the Koran of the Persian, differs
from that held by thie Turks, to such a degree that a copy of the Koran
brought from Bagdad would not be received at Constantineple, and
one from the latter city would not be acknowledged at the former:
while both Persians and Turks think with themsclves that they seve-
rally possess the true Koran. ' )

It is acknowledged, that inasmuch as all copies duler n some res-
pects from their originals, so the copics of the Old and New Testa-
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ment, as well as the Koran, exhibit slight diserepancics; but if any
should say that the sacred books were altered on purpose, 1n order
to establish onc religion and falsify another, we can then affirm that
it is not true; and we may sufely demand proof !r(‘)m_%hose who
make the assertion that the law aud the gospels are falsified; which
proof beiug wanting, their ASSertion must of course iall'to the‘grbound.
dtis then shown what kind of proof would be dvaifable in jorder
to establish the assertion, and without which the saying will not

stand ; viz. they must first bring copies of the law and gospel older:.

than the time of Mohommed, which according t‘o. tlu_ém lmve‘no b.ccn
falsified, in order to compare with the anciont copiés in our poss vssxlon,
which they say have been fu-lmﬁed: secondly, th‘e copies which they
thus bring must be more ancient and more numerous than | those
which we can bring, if not, it would be our duty to re_jept the ¢copies
whieh are few and modern, and to adopt those which preponderate
on the side of number and antiguity : thirdly, they must qut
out the places in which the sacred books have been altered, nn(_l:hrlmg
the true readings to. insert !nstead of the spurious ones: and i t wey
can do neither of these things we may then see that their assertious
are but wind. . ‘ _ o
Proof being wanting on the part of our antagonists, it 1 then
shown, that proof can be brought forward by us, to f‘zstahhs‘lvthe
truth that the law and the gospels have not been falsified. | First,
there are now in Europe fourteen manuserpts older/thun the time of
Mohammed ; these have been accurately and carefully compared with
_the received texts of the Old and New Tcstnmgnts, an(.l no filﬂ"(,rence
has been found to exist between them, except in a few unimportant
particulars, which may be ascribed to the carelessness of transcribers.
Secondly, it is seen that all men arc very careful of their 'ugredf
books, as being the standards o.f faith and prnctlcfz,‘aud_the b‘sys 0
their best and degrest hopes; if a controversy arises they appeal to
their Scriptures, and the matter 18 at once decided it follow tllenf
that if the Scriptures are (falmﬁgd all will be uncertain; hence en' o|
every religion liave been attentive to the preservation of thel]l: aclc({
books, that they may be kept free from alteration while they live, ae
be handed down unadulterated to their posterity when“thc die.
Thirdly, every thing done by'reasonnhle men must be done tu?m lSOfI‘nf:
ﬁlotive, and without a motive no one would act; thus we may ofer,
that without a motive urging them to the act, the Jews and Flms-

tians wonld not alter their Scriptures. If any should say, that this’

was dong qut of envy and spite against Mohammed, we might ly,
that Mohammed was an Arab, and as lm.)g as he lived did not }‘)u,lu
his religian beyond the confines of Arabin: but the Jews aml thlllh-
yians of that age were spread ’:1bmad thr_()lqgllnl\t all El.ll'ope], fu : tll(:,
grczlter part of Asia and Africa, the most of whom nevel .l(;d‘(l‘l e
Same of Mohammed, and for hundred of years linew nothing jabout
him ; thus it was impagsible that they shonld either euvy or lm‘t g hl?];,
and if they did not envy or hate hinr, hen they never cnu_lfl lmwi ‘(1'-
tered their Seriptures out of envy or liatred.  Fourthly, if the| Jews

reply,
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and Christians had hated Mohanimed, and il they bad sought to al-
ter their Scriptures, they wonld not have becen able to effect it oun ac-
count of its difficulties; for if they had altercd one copy, they must
have altered all, otherwise their alteration would bave been of no nse;
for if one copy had been altered, and the whole had not been altered
in like manner, then the one altered copy would have been con-
demned by the united voice of the whole.  Now in the time of sultan
Othman, hatf the followers of Islam made use of the version of the
Koran, which had been arranged by Abu Beer, which was in the
haunds of Haphsa, and half made use of the version which was re-
ceived from the mouth of Mohammed hunzelf, so that there was a
discrepancy between thiem.  On this account sultan Othman issued
an order, that all the other copies should he eollected and burnt, and
that a number of new copies should be made according to the version
inthe hands of of Haphsa; thus all the copies of the Koran were
made nearly alike, with only a few. verbal discrepaucies-between
them. . Now this was comparatively easy, becaunse Otlhman was a
sultan, governing the whole of Arabia, and the korau was- written in
Arabic alone, and had not yet reached to foreign countries : but with
respect to the altering of the law.and gospels, great difficulty would
have been experienced, for in the tine of Mohammed, the Old Testa-
nient bad been published 1000 years, and. the New, 600; thousands
of copies had been taken of both these works, they had heen dispersed
through hundreds of countries, and translated inte scores of different

languages; therefore if any one had wished to have alicred these

boolks, he must have sought for these thousands of eopies, and tra-
‘veled to those hundreds of countries, and lLave learned those scores
of languages ; further he must have burnt all the former copies, and
have made a complete set of new ones, a work of no small difficulty,
and beyond the eompass of human effort. I'ifthly, we may ask, if
the law and gospels are falsificd, by whom was it done?  Whether
by one man alone or by all together? Ifit is said, by one man, we
may reply, that is impessible as is above shown. ~ If it is said by all
together, we may reply, that is impossible also; for if a few Jews liad ™~
taken it into their heads to alter the law, and a few Chistians to alter
the gospel, the whole body of Jews afid Christians ‘would not have
acceded to it, and if all the Jews had agreed to alter the law, and all
the Christians to alter the gospel, thesc two bodics of people would
not have come to terms about what was to be altered, beeause they
were enemies to each other, and if the Jews had dared to alter their
Scriptures, the Christians would have coudeniued thein.

The third chapter treats of those passages of our Scriptures whicly
are quoted by Mussulmen in faver of their prophet. It commences
with saying, that sinde many Mussulmen, more intelligent than the

‘rest, have found that the proofs brought by Christians in favor of the

genuineness of their Scriptures are unanswerable, and sinee they find
that the Seriptures held by the Jews aud Christiaus have not beew
altered, they take up the law and gospel as they stand aud examine
them, to sce if they cannot find some expressions which refer (v Mo
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hammed in the said books.  Thus by diligent secking, they have
succeeded in selecting a few passages whichi, according to them, do
refer to Mohamwmed and Islamisin 5 it is necessary thercfore fo con-
sider such, in order te see whether they do indeed refer to Mpham-
med.  First, Mohammedans bring a passage out of Deuterononmy,

ch. 33, v. 2; which reads thus, * The Lord tame from mount|Sinui, |

and rose up from Seir unto them, he shined forth fyommount Parvan
which they thus explain : ¢ The Lord eame from mount Sinaj,” in- °
timates that God gave the Law to Moses on mount Sinai. | ¢ He
rose up from Seir,” intimates that God gave the gospel to Jesus, wha
came out of Seir or Nazareth, from which circumstance the Chris-”
tians are called Nazarenes. ¢ He shined forth from mount Paran,’”
intimates that God gave the oran to Mohainmed, for Paran is a
hill near Mecca. ~ In addition to: this, the Mohammedans |quote
Habakkuk ¢h. 3,3. * God came from Teman, the Holy One from
.mount Paran, his_glory> covered the heavens and the earth was
full of his praise.”” ~ Now Teman they say, is in Arabia; and Pa-
ran is Mecca, and praise is the same with Mohammed, whicli
means in the original ¢ praise;’ *’the earth was full of his praise,”
therefore means the earth was full of the religion of Mohammed.
To all this we 'may reply, that when any wish to_ establish the
proofs of a religion, it is not sufficient to bring intiipations and| sup-
positions; for we may suppose these expressions t6 refer to Moses,
and Jesus, and‘Mohammed, when they neither refer to.one ngr the
other, and so the whole -supposition falls to the ground. That the
law-was given to Moses en mount Sinai is-true; but that Jesus sprung
from Seir in not true, for Jesus was brought up in Nazareth in the
land of Galilee to the north of Judea, while Seir is it the lapd of»
Edom, to the south of Judea, which latter place Jesus never visited,
aud therefore could not spring from thence. Moreover,; mount Paran
is not near Mecca, but forty days journey distant therefrom, and Mo-
“hammed never. went to” that mount, reither did his religion gpring
from thence. Now if any should wish to know the meamng of the
passage-quoted, he may read the whole chapter - from which this is
taken, and thus he will sce that the sacred writer is8 not speaking of
the origin of various kirnds of religion, but is praiging the Lord for ali
the goodness shown to the Israelites when they came out of Egypt,
and traveled through the wilderness to the~promised land ;| thus
“he said, the.Lord came from mount Sinai, where he proclaimed the
ten commaridments, and he rose up from Seir, where he displayed
many signs and wonders in the sight of the people, and he shined
forth from mount Paran, where he wroughit greater miracles by the
- hand of Moses. 'T'hese three places are the halting places of the
Israclites during their journey; and as the power and glory of God
were ore and more displayed, the farther they went, thus therp is a
climax in the expressions, for it is first said, he eame, then he rose’
un, and then he'shined forth. With respect to the quotation|from:
[Habakknk, we may reply, that Teman-is in the land of Edom), and
not in the provinee of Hedjaz, where Mohdmured was born, and Pa-
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ran s n arer to Judea, than to Meeen, Jut heeause many Mussul-
men boast themselves-that the name of Mohammed is contained in the
expression,  the enrth’ was full of his prazse,” weanay reply, that the -
word employed means ‘hymus of praise,” and not simply *praise,’and if
‘one will talie the tronble to exanune the Arabie version of the Bible,
he will not tind it written that the earth was full of his «@hmed, ot
praise, but the eurth was full of his tashikat, or hvanns of praise.
‘Thus (;‘;3{1 this_vaiu supposttion fulls to the groand. = [Twelve othet
passiges are taken np and examined by our correspondent in the
sanfe maner as the preceding. |

"The fourih chapter is, devoted to the considerition of certain RS
sages quoted by Mohammedans, as if frem our Seriptures, but whieli.
are not to be found therein, The'fifth, consists of wuferences drawn'™

- from the preceding chapters.

The sixth contains an account of those prophecies found in the
Seriptures, which are supposed by most wise and good wmen to refer
to Mohamued aud his religion. — ¥irst, the 8th chapter of Daniel is
taken and explained, partienlarly with reference .to the little horr
which is supposed to allude to Mohwuimmed. "Thissupposition is ground-
ed on its origin, springing up out of one of the four kingdoms into
which Alexander’s empire was divided; for the kingdom of Egypt
which was towards the sonth, included part of Arubia, and p:n‘tki::u-
larly the province of Hedjaz, where Mohammed was born. Further,
on account of its mean appearanee, and subsequent prosperity, being
at first a littde horn,.and afterwards a mighty 't":"mpirc; for the »pnwdr
of Mohammed was i1 the b‘eginllingﬁum“, l;eing hitnself in his youtls V
a poor orphan, and having at the flrst establishment of his religion,
no more than his wife, his slave, his disciple, and his friend, for fol-

“lowers.  But afterwards he became very preat towards the sonth,

:3nd towards the east, and towards the pleasant land: For when he
tound that he could nat prevail hy persnasion, he drew the sword,
and ,(]cplnl'e(} wir against the unbelievers, from which time he waxed
exceeding great, toward Arabia in the south, Persia.in the east,
and Judey, “the pleasant land “—the eapital of which was taken in -
the L5th year of the Hedjra. - The little horn may be shown to be
]\ﬁ[ohumu]cd, on account of his suceess against the winisters of the
Grospel, for he cast down some of the hest of heaven, and of the stars
to the grn_und, and stumped upon them ¢ and tls we find that Mae-
llﬂl‘llll.l(!(] did prevail against many of the servants of Christ, partly
by lhis wilesin inducing them te apostatize, and partly by violente,
erushing them when obstinate: The little horn muy be said to tv-
pity Mohammed, on account of his exalting Aimself at the expense of
the Savior: for he magnified himself even to the 'pl‘incc of the host :
placing himself on an cqual or even higher rank than the son of God.
The angel Gabriel his Tikewise tokd as that this power; shanld be a
king of fierce countenance, which exactly suits Mobhammed, wha pro- .
pz_ig:l,i,ed his religion by the sword, and who waa ealle
of the sword, and the slanghterer. It 1s also said, that he should
Ul]zl(](il'Sl.'fll]d dark sentences; and in the 1%h chapter of the RKoran.
SHI REP: VOL. 111 RS ’
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Molizmmed speiks of having had o sacred history revealed ta hing,
while the mysteal letters at the commencement of s:c:vcrul of the
chapters of the Koran, which Mohaounéd aflinug no.one kndw the
meaning of, except himself, may also be consudered amoug the dark
sentences which this king ‘shenld understand. Gabriel has alsp told
us, that his power should be mighty, but not by his own powep s ac-
cordingly we find that the influence of Mohammed was great, but

that he prevailed not so mueh by the solid weight of his arguinents, -

as by the sharpness of his sword'; and that his logic would not have

Lieen so suceesstul, had' it not been for his skill and courage inf war. |

Gabriel has assured us further, that through his policy he shall lean=c
craft to prosper in his hand. "The eraft in his hand s doubtlegs the
book which he assumed to be of heavenly origing but which would
not have been received as such, nor the invention prospered, had not
policy been employed. , Now the policy was, giving himsclf aut as
the illiterate prophet, and yet producing a beok superior to all the
productions of the age, That such a craft wag 1o be found. in his
hond is not to be wondered at, when we remember what Mohafimed
himself Lias said in his Koran, 66 chap. * God hath allowed you the
dissolution of your oaths;” uow if a man. will not only breal lis

oaths, but give out that God has allowed Lim so to do, it is but na- ¢

tural to expeet eraftin his hand.  Finally, Gabriel has foretold] that
he shall be broken without hand.  "Lhat is, the system which h has
founded shall be overthrown; not by the power and policy of mau, by

- means of which it was set up, but by the mighty energy of the FHoly
Spirit, througli the preaching of the cverlasting gospel. o

. T'he second prophecy, is that coutained in the 9th chapter of Rev.,
where the locusts of the bottomless pit, and the Buphratean horsgmen
are supposed to refer tothe Mohamwmedans.  The star falling [from
heaven, wno opcm(d the bottowless pit, and let out the simoke, d ubt-
less referred to AMus, or some archapostate from the orthodox faith
of Christ, who by the broaching of heretical opinioks, dm-‘}k(;:nt‘:ﬂ the
atmosphere of the Christian world, and inade way for the diffusiou of
the peruicious tenets ol Islamism.  These tenets, and those wlo
spread them, are compared to locusts, with which:it is known| that
Arabia abounds : these locusts were connmaided not to hart.ajy of
the real servants of God, who are compared to grass and treesy but
thosc only who had not the seal of 'God in their foréhieads 3 hence we

see that the urms of the Saracens did not prevail so much aghinst

those Christians who renained faithful to their Lord, as against hose
who became corrupted by the poison of Arianism.”  Further] the
shape of these locusts was like wild horses prepared unto the-battle ;
no country is so celebrated for war horses as Arabia: on their hieads
were, s it were, crowns of gold, which may refer to the turbans worii
by the Arabs, which were frequently adorned with gold : their faces
were to be as the fates of men; with long beards and ficree aspects;
hat their hair lang like the hair of women, which the Arabs werg¢ nc-
enstomed to wear loose aud disheveled when rushing on to battlel, but
tied up and plaited, when mopeace and at hoine. “Their tals being
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like scorpions, and their having stings in their tails, may refer to the

-“tenets of their religion, which at first appear plausible, but afterwards

o¢easton remorse.  The thwme fixed for the duration of their successes
is five months or 150 years; ‘so from the year 612, when the Hedpra
connnenced, 1o the year 762, when Bagdad was taken, and the wars
of the Arabs there terminated, is exaetly 150 years.  'Phese locusts
had a king whose name in the Hebrew tongue is. Abaddon, or the

- Destroyer, which nane suits no one so well as Mohaninied, the pro-

“phet of the sword. The propliccy goes o to-speaks of the four augels
bound in the river Luphrates, by which are supposed to be nicant the
four sultans ‘of Persia, Kerman, Syrin, and Romn, who were re-
straimed for a time by the wirs of the Christians in Syria, but at the
termination thercof were Joosed, and thus the hordes of the Turks
were let 16ose to carry war and bloodshed all around.  'The time of
391 years is then specilied as the period which the Turks should
prevail s and accordingly we find that the first victory obtained by the
Turks was in }221 and the last in 1672, The immense number of
the horsemen intimates hosts of cavalry, which they would bring
into the ficld; their breastplates of red, blue, and yellow, prefigured
the precise colors under which the Turks fought as the banner of
their faith ; and the fire, sioke, and brimstone, issuing out of their
mouths, may alliide to the use of gunpowder, which was cmployed by
the Twrks an the siege of Constantinople.  From-all these things it
appears, that the affairs of Mohamined, and of the Arabs and Turks
are prophesied of i the word of God; iusomuch that if any one
should read those propheciés with atténtion, and should compare
them with the histories of the periods referred to, he could not fail
to be filled with astonishsent at the power and wisdom of God; and
to-conclude that the rise-and progress of Mohammedanism are not
the result of chance, but were forcordained of God, and permitted by
him for the punishnrent of careless and lukewarm Christians, and for
the trial of the faith of those who really fear God ; which end once .
obtained, the system of religion thus strongly fortified, and widely
spread, will be broken withont hand. o
"The above is a general outline of the Defense of the Gospel against
Molamnmedan objectjoris; the whole work in the Malayan language

" oceupies about 150 pages.  The books consulted 10 its composition

were Maracel’s preface to his-refutation of the Koran, Horne’s intre-
duction to the study of the Scriptures, gud Busi's life of Mohammed.
Should it be read with attention, aid the arguments followed out to
their conclusions, it may, under the divine blessing, prove useful in
combatting the prcjlf(ﬁce's whici Mussulmen have conceived agdinst
owr Seriptares, mfd tu rebutting the charge so frequently brought, of
their interpolation and corruption.  When once the Seriptures are
recetved as fhe word of God, and as the final appeal in religious ditie-
rences, the battle with Mohammedan objections is'lmlf—w&n; and the
first of John, with the sceond of . Philippians, may he thas hronaht ‘ta
bear witl their, (ull foree against these stowt-hearted deniers of our
Lord™s thivinmty., ' NN




