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MISCELLANIES.

Burmale: doctrines amd practices of the Budh ists ; their geography,

astronomy, and upper regions; rewards and punishwents; their

/)(‘1“1'0(1s (vr ages)s duties ; ideas of death, worship, intelligent
heings ;5 thetr books, medicines, & Continued from page g()(i
by BeENEVOLENS. : 7 '
' The objeet ()f this communication is to convey an idea of tlic uo-
tions and practices of Budhists in Burmaly, drawn from their own
statements.  In prepuring it, I hiave been muel - indebted 16 the
Burnan-dictionary mentioned in a foriner commuuication, Many
of’ the statements are literal translations of pzfssurrcs in Burman
books, and in every case, pains huve been takeu totf)rcscm no oth-
er views than those which are uniformly ackuowledged by Burman
Budhists,  Though I have not wet in their books, ‘the account of
Shway da gong, which is here given from the American Baptist Ma-
gazine, b cannot doubt its correctuess, for it is the sime as was ver-
bally related to me recently by an intelligent Burman priest. Mauy
of these views will be amusing, and the number might be easily
increased by others equally extravagant.  But these will suffice to
show -in what a atate of intellectual and moral ignorance many
millions of our_fellow-hetngs live, and to exhibit-the propriety of
those measures to enlighten them which 1 propose to reeount in
another comminication. )

Geography. Kite is a certain. nunber .of sck-yah systems, or
worlds, 1n which sense there ure said to be three kinds, viz.; ts:Ah-
tec-kate, consisting of a hundred thousand millions of worlds, which
are destroyed and reproduced simultapeously ; ah-nah-kate, co-
sisting af a billion of worlds through which the authority of u,Bud-
ha extends; and wee-tha-yal-kate, consisting’ of an infinity of
worlds, which can only be an object of thougzht. Sék-yuh wi-lah
is a sek-yal world or systém, and comprises the central My-en-mo
mownnt, the surrounding seas and islands, the celestial regions, in-
cluding the cireumvolving lninaries, and the inférnal rccgiuus.

There are four great islands encompassing My-en-mo mount s
on the north, Oot-ti-ra-koo-roo; on the cast, l’yﬁjy-pﬁ-we-duv-’
han; on the south, Smin-boo-de-pah ; and an the west, A-pﬁ-rgi-
gan-han. Fach of these is surrounded by 500 smull islands. There
are seven ranges of mountains (lhifit-tﬁh-rah-l):ln) whieh surround
My-en-mo mount, and whieh separate the seven rivers (thec-tah) in
regular succession.  Sum-hoo-de-pali, is the great south island on
which we live.  There are five great rivers which run southward on
ihe great sonth island. 1. Géng-gah, the bathing place of erows.
2 Aspe-ra-wn-tee, where the nats® daughters'sport and bathe. 3.
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Jam-miin-na, where the eugenia tree grows. 4. Ma-hee, where
the buffaloes batlic. 5. Thi-rda-boo, where the brown lizards bathe.
Méct-su-ma-day-tha, the middle part of the world, including the
sixtecn great countries, is the scene of the suered histories of
Budha. ('This is the northern part of Hindostan.).
Heéma-woon-tuh is an immense, but imaginary forcst, (said to be
situated in Thau-la-tha, or south Behar,) in which are seven large

- lakes; the width of each is about 560 miles, and the depth the sanie.

It is in this forest that inost of the wonderful things mentioned in
the Budhist scriptures are said to have happened. Sam-boo-tha-bya,
the cugenia tree which produces gold, is suid to grow on the north-
ern extremity of the island Sam-hoo-de-pah.  Thee-ho, the isl-
and on which the Burman sacred boolis were written, is said to
be Ceylon. o , L . '
The Burman bogks say that there are cight wonders of the
sen, viz. L. The warers continually rising. into swells, and sinking
into vallies ; 2. that the waters do nat overspread the shore ; 3. that
it throws dead bodies on the shore; 4. that the five great rivers
lose their namas when they reach the sea; 5. that its waters never
diminish nor increase ; 6. that the salt is so imugled with the water
as to” hecome onc ; 7. that it is vhe repository of precious stones

and, 8. that it is the residence of the pats. :

Their theory of earthquakes is this: the earth is an extended
stratum, which r¢sts on a stratum of water 5 this agaih upon a stra-
tum of air, beyond which is an centire vacuum.  The stratum of air
thus situated, is casily agitated by a variety of causes; when agi-
tated, it communicates its motion to the superincumbent water,
which in turn shakes the earth above it. How simple the theory !
and how indicative of the state of . scienee wmong them ! What
the Burmans call o great island is thé same as a continent with us,
and should be so reckoned in our estimate of the correctuess of
their geographical notions.  The basc of My-en-mo mount should,
on their theory, be found where the island of Spitzbergen lics.

Astronomy. The Burmaris enumerate cight plancts, viz. the sun,
moon, Mars, Mcéreury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturu and Rahu.  The
last of these is not discoverghle, but is'said to be the residence of
the nat whooccasions eclipses.  Nine principal constellations are
enumerated, corresponding with the twenty-seven nék-khats (stars),
viz. ; b. the erow; 2. a kind of bird; 3. aspecies of crab fish ; 4.
scales ; 5. the crest, an ornament used to fasten up the hair; 6. the
fisherman ; 7. the elephant; 8 the horse; 9. the heron or paddy
bird. :

We-de-than-hah-the are the three courses of the plancts rownd
My-cn-mo mount, the inner, middle snd outside courses.  T'he sun
enters the mmer course at the full wnoon in March, and continues
till the full moon of July, which is the hot scason; it then enters
the middle eourse, in which it contimies til the full moon of No-
vember, which forms the rainy season ; afier this, it passes through
the outer course titl the full moon of March, and thisis the cold sea-
son.  The earth being supposed to be an extended plain, the daily
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disappearanee of the sun is atiributed to the itervention of My-cen-

mo et As we live on the great southisland (Sam-boo-de-pub),

this mountain must be to the north of us,  In their views of eos-

mogony, it cannot, with perfect aceuraey, be saud to lie under the

north star, beeause its height s much greater than the clevation of

that star, botits latitude and longitude e the swine.
Upper Regions, Bo-wiili, meaning a staté ol existence, a \\()rl(l
15 the world ot passion, including the four states of pumshlm ut’; the
state of man, and the six inferior heavens, the world of visible ob-
jects, inclading the sixteen material superior heavens, and the world
of invisibles, mcluduurlhc four immatenal -up(-nm heavens,  '$'hic
six inferior heavens here mentioned, are the six st wes of the nat
country.  Sa-da-ma-hith-réet is the first stage of the ‘world of nats
situated round the waist of My-cu~-mo mount, Thon-an-dih is a
faunous garden i the first stage of the nit country ; it extends above
12,000 miles, and is the scene for reereation and pleasure to the
inhabitants,  "I'&h-wii-ding-thah, the sceond stuge of the world of
nats, is situnted on the summit of My-cn-mo mount.  "The others
- rise successively ubove these. .
Thoke-ddath-thanais the name of a city in 1he wat country, where
the king of the nats resides.  Brawmha-bon, wlnch 15 the. nbode of
the lSmmIms, includes the superior eclestial regions, of which there
are twenty stages or stories, sixteen material und four immaterial
or invisibie.  Thoke-dili- \mll-llm one stage of the Bramlin coun-
try, consists of five divisious; in oue the mll.llntanls live through-
ont a thousaud complete erolutmns of mature (sce Maba-kat);
in another the inhabitants live through two thousund :revolutions
of nature 5 ina'third, through four thousaud 5 in a fourth, through
eirht thnumm(l ; and it a fitth, through sixteen thousand wmplu(-
revolutions of nature. Y,
Offerings and rewards.  "There are said o be five flmrticulau's
which respect offerings 5 viz., 1. making un oftering in the expee-
tation of the reward ; 2. with proper Ill.ll(,l‘lul‘s and h(,c froniblein-
i=h; 3. giving to lmvvlvru the best of flowers and fruits i a tine
of I'mninc: 4. making offerings when one is very indigent 3 the 5th
15 not mentioned.  "Fhe priests in their exhortations to lh(, people
are accustonied to pmmN‘ igreat vuriety of rew .1rd‘» as an induce-
ment to be liberal i their benefactions. These rewards are fre-
quently of an intellectnal natare, Hut moregencrally of o sensnal
kind.  The following are of a general chdracter. - Ah, a kind of
wisdom which destroys the four enslaving-prineiples 10 which all
wen are subject. Alin-yin, which denotes certiin exeellent attain-
ments; viz., L. the l':lcu{ly of seeing hlke a.nat; 2. hearing like a
uat, 3. creative powrr; 4. knowlédge of other mens’ thonughts; 5.
prf*scu nee; 6. knowledee nl one’s pnst existences.  Dzinu, a cer-
tan attaimment or state of wind, which cuableg the possessor to
traverse different worlds,  Itis divided into five ‘constitucnt parts ;
i. thought; 2, ennsiderntion, reflection 5 3. pleasure, joy ; 4. bliss,
happiness ;3 5. perinanency, nnmutability. :
The tollowing are exanples of rewirds promised to specifie acts.
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There are five rewards obtained by the person who makes a reli-
rious offering of w razor 5 viz., nnerous good riends; perfection
i diligence; patience; wisdom, and punty. Fhereiare five re-

wards of patienee or forbearanee; viz., the universal love of man-
kind; peace ; few faults 5 composure in death 3 deliverainee from
the four states of pruishiment after death. = Also five awards of
jmpatience, just the opposites of those of patienee.

There dare ten rewards obtanable lw the person who makes an
offerimg of a'the-hike (un open- mouthed pot in which the priesss
receive their riee,) 5 vize, dishes ornamented with precious stones,
&c.; the necessaries of life at all tunes s dehwveranee from evil
freedom from oppression 5 the veverence of nankind 5 ensily’ ob-
tatuing food, clothing, a place to sle ep, and o place of habitation ;
Imp]mu-w' amd enjoyment’ which shall not be destroyed 5 a settled
and contented mund; ulove for the divine law § few sexual desives
and -complete freedom from anxicties. lh(y are alzo pronised
tham-pit-tac-tstt-lay-bah, a general term which emnhraces o’
partienlirs 3 viz., the privilege of living in an eleggut and delighi-
ful place of abade; having an old stoc Kk of wmerit for mm(l deeds
pl, rformed i it previous state of being 5 doing well forone’s self;
and the privilege of associnting with upright i e Iynous persous.
"T'he highest reward which s attaimable is thap-pe-nyu-tah- ayan,
which consists in o perfect knowledae of the five lullm\mfr princi-
plesor laws ;- viz., of mul.lluhtv ; of tlu' modes of ant(’n(‘(' 3 of dis-
criminating nuuks or sigus s of ahsorption or annihilition ; 3 and,
of veligions law. © T'his reward can be obtained unfj by making a

e |l1rl()lh offering of all Ilu's(‘ five things; viz., one’s property ; the

pun(llml moembers nl one’s body, as a (unl a hand, or an eye
ouce’s childien 3 one’s wile; and finally, one’s life.

It scems not improper to remark, that there are certain (‘In-x( =
of persons who caunever obtain apy reward, let their oflerings he
GVer so nmunerous un(I costly.  "The barbers are an iustauce 5 they
ure \uh]u(l to this curse on aceount of some (lHlt'-]N.‘(‘l ohe nflh(
fratermity showed Gaddann daring bis incarnation.

Punishments.  Punishients are threateued as dissnasives frow
erime aud the negleet of religious otlerings.  Au-dér-ce=ya-hin,
imstant and miinterrupted misery, is denouneed onthe person wha
1s gailty of killmg a father, killieg o wother, kilhng a rabandal,
woundiug a- Budha, or waking o schism nuong the disciples of
Budha. "Thoese who are guilly of the sin of drinking intoxicating -
(uors, ire snubjeeted to the loss of propecty, o qnirrelsowe disposi-
tion, sickuess and disorders i the body, loss of reputation, content
amd disgrace, and destraction of the understanding. The Bur-
mansg are taught that punishment follows sin s snrely as a eart
wheel follows the ox, but it must be proportioned tothe critne. Me-
rit is followed by reward in the same w: 1w, There does not appea
to he so wneh difference in the natore of these as in their duration.
"The oneis =uflered and the other enjoyved alicrnately for inillions
ot ages in the different hells or stages of the nat conntry. "Phere
are eight great central hiells, raneed one above another, cach of
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which is encompassed by sixteen inferior hells, inall, 136, Thesce
are provided with tortares umv\ponduur to the previons erimes
of their r(‘~p(‘utl\ e mhulm.lnts, some .of whom expericnce hunger
and thirst, some are rolling in flames, and others ave their lesh
torn trom them with hot pincers, &e.

Periods, Méhi-kat, a period - which an entive revolution of

nature 1s (lL‘lf‘(nll)(‘(] i3 subdivided into four grind periods, cach of
which is apap subdivided into sixty-four intermediate periods, and
eiich of these again into sixty- -four lile periods, Thian-woot-tih
15 oue of the foar grand divisions of an entire revolution of nature.
T'his period, itis said, commences with xain whicl deluges the four
areat, wnd all the small slands together with My-cu-mo mount
and destroys all that exizts therein; after this seven suns sneces-
sively break forth, dey up the waters, and consume the system,
"Thin-woot-tah- htnh-w & another of the foyr grand divisions of
Maha-kat.  This lu-rmd continues from the tine the general con-
flagration ceases, through another deluge, whose waters, by conti-
nual motion dl](] d.tamnn together congeal, ‘and harden and thus
form a substanee of a4 new system. We-woo-tih is one period in a
complete revolution of natare.  In this pertod the waters which
deluged the universe disappear, and according 10 the eternal laws
of nature, the sun, woon and stars break forth, every thing comues
into sudden exxatence, and Bramhas descend and people the ear th;
but they can return te the upper regions when they please. ¥e-
woo-td-tah-yea, 1s another period, Tand o comy Mete revolution of
nature. At the commencenent of this period, lhc Brawmhbias bewin
cating 1 kind of carth, by which they lose the power of a~ulmlmtr'
thc |n1md of life l)crrms to shorten, and continues to do so il
personas old at the age of ten vears, after which it begins to luwlln-
en and continues to do so tll the systcw is’ dL:n())ul by water.
Boke-dah-kat, is a grand revolution or period of time which is dis-
tinguished by lh(, suceessive appearances of five Budhax”  Ayoo-
kit a period of time, during which the life of man gradually ad-
vances from the length of ten yewrs to an indefinite extent and
retarns again to the lenrrth of ten yeurs; sixty-lour of which make
one iutermediate p(lmd Front a comparizson of Tha-kén-porih
{zee Tutel bemgs) with Boke-dah-kdt, and with a statenient of one
of the Burman beoks, from which we Icarn that the death of Gau-
dma oceurred, noco 534, it will appear that 91,467 years of the
present Boke-ddah-kit have already passed away, but the fitth
Budha has not yet appeured,

Dutics. Tt would require volnmes to mention all the duties en-
joinedean different clagses of Badhists. The fallowing will give
ancidea of their general character. There are five laws (thee-1a)
binding on all imankind, viz. to refrain from inurder; from stealing ;
from *i(Ju!iorV‘ from lying; and from intoxicating Hquors.  They
are 1o be solicitons about, four things, viz. w.m,}mm over the lde'
watching over the mind 5 an :monlwo rmmdu‘utmn of the miseries
of ife; and the duties of religion.  They are also enjoined these
faur thines; vt wsins—exertion to-preventdemcorttwhle as vet
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the pe srzon has done nothing blameworthy 5 2, u-in$ exertion o
prevent the erease of demerit witer the person bas already doue
something sinful; 3. endenvoring 1o do that which will procure
merit, while the ;\( SO 1S yet destitute of it; und 4. éndeavoring
atter o person Tas astoek of merit, to exeel ineritorious actions.
There are norcover howvs wlhich embrace all those yeligions duties
which consist in avoiding objects untit to be used, eaten, hiandled,
and worncs alsu the pluces where it 1s improper to go, or remain.
The'tollowing eight goud ways ure causes of merit, aud grounds
for self’ g mllalmn The 'y lmay thereture he reckoned as daties.
1. right upmmn, 3, 1uht ntentions 3. right words; 4 right
actions; S, richt way of supporting life; 6. rightly directed in-
telligenee; 7. nuod heed, cantion ; ¥, composure, serenity.—Good
heed must alwavs he piid to the voice of God of which there are
ciehit charactenstic tokens or evidences, viz. 1. it is clear or -
(Llllull)l(- ;2o agreeable, pleasant s 3. easy to be known; 4. worthy
o be hculd; 3. infrequent; {i; full; 7. deep; & produces an
ccho.  The distinetion between a good man and a bad one, is thus
represented by the Burmans.  There are four thiugs (wiy-gviu-
Liy-bhah) very remote trown each other, vie. 1. one shore of the great
ocear {romranothert 2. the rising from the setting sun; 3. the carth
from the top of My-en-mo mount; und 4. above these, a wicked

“ia from one who is redigious. iu additiou to what has been suid

above,. every Burman is expected, ns a mntter of duty, aceording
to his ability and cirenmstances, to employ  himself’ amd his pro-
perty in huilding and ornmmenting pagodas, {(see worship,) in fonn-
ing large-and small images of Gandama, building wanasteries,
diguing timks, supporting the priesthood by presents of foc
cloth, &c.

Dreath. It niay not he uninteresting to know to what causes a
people =0 ready to assigu a cause for every thing, ascribe death.
Their books mention four, viz. 1. thongh the influence of good
deeds performed in o previous state, 1s not exhausted, yet the
period which is the established  tenn of haman ife being past, the
person will die; 2. though the established term of human life
15 not yet passed, the inflnence of good deeds perfarmed in a pre-
vious state being exhausted, the persou will die; 3. when e
term of human ht(, is past, and the influence of forner raod deeds
exhausted, the person dies; 40 in the last case, thfm;_h the
estublished terin of hwunan life is not passed, nor the imfluenee of
previons good decds exhausted, yet on account of some evil déed
pmlolmul In n previous state, the person dies suddenly, without
previous illness, and witho & chaunging his position,

Worstop. - Their \»oxxlnp consists ¢C e prostrations hefore pa-
otz and images, e preseating before them lichted  eandles,
elusters of flowers, umbrellas of various deseriptions; rice, nd
tfruits 3 merecting bigh poles and suspending lone flags on thery
tops; i easting bells and hanging them near their pagodas, or
contributing to any ‘of these nl))(‘(h; i altention to the recitation-
ol priests; am! whenever an offering ix made, exprossing o wish
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that the merits may be cnjn_vm’. The use of the bells 1s to pro-
chum to the celestial regions the tact of presgnting an oftermg

and the person who thus announees e fact, = both \\ohlnln r

aud bell man.™  Fheir days of worship are fuur in i month, viz,
the eighth ot the waxing of the moon, and the _hlll, the cighth of
the wane, aud the change.  A-po-nay 15 a day ket after a wor-
ship day as o work of supererogation. Lt is not unusual however
to pertorm their services on other days. :

The elose of the ramy season and the commeéncement of o
year, espeenilly the laver, are distinguished by great religious feasts
which last three days in sueee ssitt—"T e pluus of re |l"mu:. con=
course are the pagodas or zayuts.  The latter are publu, sheds m
whiceh the priests’ rehearsals are gencrally made. The, pagodas are
mounments erected to a Budha, sub-budha, or rahaudali; those
crected to the la-t Budha, Gaudioma, are the only ones extant.
They are solid masses of IASONTY, Vi lnlmr in their e 1eht, of u
conieal form, covered with plaster formed of xand and lnne, and
many of thew with gold leaf. "Phe Targe pagoda, sitnated about
a mile awd a half i a north-west direetion from Raugoon, and
ealled Shwiy da gong Imrlh 15 a splendid and magniticent wonu-
mient ot heathen S\ll)t‘lstlllﬁn aud adolatry., \ccmdmu to 1ts his-
tory, the foundation was laid soon aftter the supposed umnlululu)u
ot Gawdavnn, I this be teney it must have existed for a period of
about two thousand and three hundred years. Since its ereetion, the
size hus been inereased by sncéessive additions. 'The story lCIle‘S
that « short time previous to the expiration of {randuma, two mer-
chants, who were brothers, went to pay him llonmnc dlld make
him oflerings 5 on desiring some memorial of him as an object of
worship for their countrymen, lie lifted up his nght hand and
stroking his head, extracted four lLiirs and l)lLSCIlIP(l them to one
of the merchants 3 then with his lefi hand extraeting four more,
and presenting them to the other, he connnanded them to go, to thie
Wil Thien-kok-twrd, and under the patronage of the king of Ook-
ka-la-he, (near which place the hill was zllll'lted) enshrine the 1
with the staflf of Kaukka-than, the water dipper of Gau- ~né-gon,
the bathing garment of Watha-pa, his divine brethren who liad
precaded him. The waters of the five great rivers Génga, Yawon,
Asce-ra-wa-tce, Ma-hee, and Thara-poo, and; of the five hundred
lesser nivers, were not sufficiently exeellent to wash the hairs for
the purpose of enshrimng themr: nor were the waters of the lake
Auawatat (one of the lakes about Elémi- -waon-tah}); the waters of
the hill ‘Thien-kok-tari alone were sufficiently excellent for this
purpose.  They hearing the commmand, and. not having provided.
themselves with the means of pursuing their journey, The-gyals,
the king of the eelestial regions, transforming himself into a com-
minder ol s ship, pres sented himself 10 the brother merchants,
with a ship i perfect readiness to depart. . Tlaving deposited th:
herrs ma rohy Hox, and Uis box in a small vessel with a deck of
wilver, gold, and raby, and ¥ his placed npon a teapoy stand, and
put on board, they commeneed their voyage.  After various ad-
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ventures they arrived at the place where Bhway dd goitg now 1s, and
on searching found the other three relics; which, with the eight
hiirs of Gaudawa, they deposited together with immense treasures
in a vault; over 'which they erected the pagoda:

Intcll;gcnt Beings. It will' be mnpossible to recount all the va-
reties thatare (,Iasscd under this head, as the Burmans reckou 214
orders of beings. who iuhabit the several states of happiness and
misery.  Enough however will bé given to illustrate many of the
prominent views entertained by Budhists.  Tha-ngé&yr; is a child:
When first born, a child is supposed to have its mnd deeply im«
pressed with the past; if it camne last from hell, or-a state of pun-
ishient, it retlects on whiat it thére suffered, and weeps; but if it -
came last from the nat country, it reficets on its late enjoyment
and smiles. Thi-dlike is an ignorant or foolish person. Thtee
things, or signs distinguish a foolish person; viz:, 1. though dess
titute of property, they desire to marry; 2. thoun‘h dLStltllte of
strength, they delight in fighting; and 3., though lgllOl‘dllt of the
sacred books, they wish to dispute about the subjects. they contain.
Theé-reg-dimmah-thaukik is an ancient king, who for his great
werit obtained authority over the whole of the great south island, and',
to the extent of twelve miles above and below it. Po-y&h-longis one
who is.destined to be a deity—the bud or sprout of deity. Nats, or
Déwdh, are supposed to be superior to man, but inferior to Bramha;
some of whom are said to iuhabit the inferior celestial regions, and
others to have dominion over different purts of the earth and sky.
Athii-ri are fallen nats,some of whom were formerly driven from the
sumwmit of My-en=mo mount to the region- situated between the

three stone pillars which support the: mount.  Atharing is a

nat who is’ supposed to occasion eclipses. Ngal-yen is a fd-
bulous being, supposed to occasion earthquakes. Béloo is a kind
of monster which eats human flesh, and possesses certain super-
human powers. Gan-dap-pah, Rék-kike, Comaban, Gi-long, and
Nd-gah, are different races of huge monsters, mny of whonr inha-
bit -and guard the base of My-cn-1no mount. \Vay -nfi-ddy-ya are a
race of Galongs, whose king. or ¢hief is said to be of immense sme,
each wmg bemnr above 600 niiles; the distance between the wings
the same ; the length .of the body above 6000 miles ; the crest of
his head above 36 miles ; and his hill, ahove 1800 ntiles. W eétsa-
mone is an acrial spirit which gumds the Thi-roung tree, whicliis
said to produce a fruit in shape like the human species.. Man-nat
is a powerful evil spirit who resides in the highest inferior heavens,
and has dominion over all the lower patts of the uniterse. Sck-
kyameén is a sovereign of the four greatislands which s sutrdund My-
en-mo mount. Arée-ydh is one who has tndetgone a great change
by which he has become independent of the common accidents of
nature ; they are divided into four giand ofders, cach of wlucll.

-embrares two classes, in all eiglit Lkindss - -~ - -

Zeéend or Budha is a person who has overcome the five evils ar
tyrants, viz. 1. animal concmunon; 2. subjection to the four causes;
3. the passions; 4. death; 5. the most powerful evil nat. He

3v
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has the form of & muu, and, in point of wisdom and virtue, is L=
rivaled throughout the sek-yah systems, and is the supreme object
of worship, both during his existence and after bis annihilation
until _the appearance of another . Budha. | In the preseut grand
period (see Boke-dah-kit) four Budhas have already appeared,
viz. Kau-kdo-thitn, Gauni-gong, Kath-i-pah, and Gaundama; the
fifth, A-r8-ini-day-yi is yet to.come, and to bim the expectations
‘of all Budhists are directed with. much earnestness. Theg-gyah is
one of the higher orders of intellectual beings. of which there are
said to be 32 classes. Thég-gyah-meén is the king of nats. There are
however, it is.said, three nats, whp excel him in glory; . they ob-
tained this transcendency on account of certain offerings made in
time of one of the incarnations of Budha. Brambhag, are beings
superior to men .and nats, inhabiting . the higher celestial regions,
(see Bramha-ban.). Tha-kéu-porah is a term which is applied to

great personages, particularly to Budha or deity. The whole

- number of absolute.or distinct Budhas is twenty-eight; five belong
to the present system, but one of them has not yet appeared ;
twenty-three made their appearances in different successive worlds
previous to the present; the Ist. lived 80,000 years; the 2d,
90,000 ; the 34, 80,000; the 4th, 5th; 6th, Tth, 8th, 9th, 10th,
11th, lived each, 100,000 years; the 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th,
17th, 18th, aud 19th, lived each 90,000 years; the 20th,. aund 21st
60,000 years; the 22d, 80,000, the 23d, 70,000; the 1st of the

present. world, 40,000 years; the 2d, 30,000; 3d, 20,000; and

Gaudama, the last, lived ouly 80 years ; five of them were 80 cubits
in stature; six were 88 cubits; one, 90 cubits ; three 60 cubits
each; four, 58 cubits ; one, 50 cubits ; one, 70 .cubits ; one, 40;
one, 30; one, 20; and Gaudama the last, only 18 cubits in stature.
These deities possess the power, it is said, of emitting rays of
glory or splendor in six streams of different colors.

Books. The most important religious work, and that which _ is
most referred to as authoritive, is the Bedagat. This consists of
three grand divisions; viz. 1. Wee-nee, containing five 'books
which comprise the commands of Gaudama for observance of his
priests; 2. Thoke-tan, whieh is in three books; 3. A-bé-de-ma, in
seven books. It was 458 years after the death of Gaudama, in the
reign of Doke-ti-kah-mi-nse, that .these -books were, according
to Budhist authorities, * miraculously transcribed in one day from
the original - which is now lost,” but which, . in the estimation of
mest persons who have investigated the subject, never existed.
In the reign of Nam-ma, 930 years after the transcription, they were
translated out of thc Thee-ho language into Magadha or Pali by

Boke-da-gau-thah, a great religious ascetic, and brought to Sam-

boo-de-pa, or as the Burmans say, our island. , Abridgements of
these have been made; they are variously interpolated, and com-
mented on.  The grand purport of them is to offer inducements
to the people, to make liberal offerings to the priests,.and provide
largely in every way for their accommodation. This is done
by telling stories of the rewards received by those who had been
hountcous in their presents to the priesthood, or the calamitics
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niflicted on’ the refractory.  Dzat, an dccount of one’s own exig-
tenee or life, given by onc’s self, is commonly applied to the

“different existences of, Budhas, -and particularly to the existences

or lives of Gaudama the last Budha, 650 of which ate counted in
the extant Budhist seriptures. _ ,
The Burmans have histories of their kings rather volumiuous,

‘but the copies are scarce and little read. It is understood that

major Burney, late British' resident at the court of Ava, has ob
tained a pretty extensive collection of their historical works, and
from him, at soineé not distant day, a full account of them may be
expected. . Yooah-teg-theet is an astrological book, by which is de-
termined the proper time to found cities, and by which their future
destinies are known. Yat-tar-rah is a charm or astrological - cal-
culation which is impressed on metal or uny substance, aud’de-
posited in the earth, over which (ou account of its magical power,)

it"is ‘supposed no enemy can pass.

‘Medicines. ** T'he medical department is peculiarly subject to
the eontrol of superstition. Its influence is often seen in the col-
lectiGn’of medicingl roots, the methods of compounding medicines,
and the time and manner of administering them. Of books which
treat of the nature of disenses, thé virtues of Thedicinal roots and
plants, the art of compounding them, and their specific qualities,
they have a considerable number:  Shops of drugs and medicines
are in’ full proportion to the wants of the public. With surgery.,
lowever, they are eutirely unacquainted.” Sce Am: Bap: Mag. IV,
"The practice of inidwifery is wholly i the hands of the women,
and is said to be extremely barbarons.. WWere it practiced in cold
countries, it would be the oecasion of death in- most instances. -
After the birth of a ‘child, the mother, in all her exhaustion, is ex-
posed to a hot fire for two or three days. The leprosy, for which
no specific is' known, is eomumon. Other diseases, if we cxcept the
rhewmatism, are rare.

TemrLe oF Teen-now at MEei-cnow. Among the many mo-
nuinents raised by the superstition of the Chinese in honor of teen-

how, ¢ the queen of heaven,’ one of the most remarkable is a tein-

ple at Mei-chow. It stands upon an island a little south of Hing-
Liwa, in the province of Fuh-keen, and in so conspicuous a situation
that it cannot fail to attract the attention of every mariner who visite
that part of the coast. 'The island presents a very barren aspect,
there being scarcely any vegetation to cover the arid soil. From
the midst of this waste, the temple built on the brow of a terraced
hill, towers with considerable effect to the eye of the visitor. “The
grotinds which'surround this declivity are laid out with much taste,
and an overhanging rock imparts to them a sort of silent grandeur.
A small rivulet winds its way among the rocks down the side of
the hill, and forms a basin at its foot. Doubts have often heen ex-
pressed whether the Chinese are conscious of the beauties of nature,






