How Then Shall We Preach?
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INTRODUCTION

Recently, I received a phone call from the Senior Pastor of an established
denominational church. The purpose of his call was to invite me to attend
his church service in order to critique his preaching and his sermon. I was
caught by surprise! Not only was it an unusual request but also quite a tall
order coming from a Senior Pastor with several years of experience in
preaching. Frankly speaking, it is never easy to have someone evaluating
our sermons and preaching because all of us have egos that can easily be
bruised. Sensing he was genuine in his request, I accepted it.

I attended the church service that Sunday and listened intently to his
sermon to be blessed rather than to critique it. Upon reaching home 1
reflected on his preaching and sermon. The following day he phoned and
asked me point blank, “Tell me honestly, what you think of my sermon
and preaching?”’ Instinctively, I told him that his sermon was
hermenecutically sound. In fact if he were in seminary right now, he could
have easily scored an ‘A’. In terms of homiletics, I shared with him that his
preaching was §00d but could have been great. He sounded surprised and
asked me to elaborate. I did and he thanked me profusely by saying, ‘No
one has ever given me that kind of feedback or honest evaluation’.

That conversation I had with the Senior Pastor over the phone left me
pondering seriously on the state of preaching in Singapore. I asked myself:
‘How many preachers and pastors are there in Singapore who are willing
to submit their preaching or sermons for evaluation by their peers? I
commended that Senior Pastor for his willingness to have his preaching
and sermon evaluated. That truly demonstrated humility and a teachable
spirit. Incidentally, I have argued in my recent book' the necessity for
preachers to have feedback in order to improve their preaching and also to
become relevant.

! Power in Preaching (Lanham: University of America Press, 2002), pg. 78-79.
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In this article, I want to discuss two pivotal issues in preaching. One,
the different types of preaching that can be heard every Sunday in the
Singapore churches. Two, the essential characteristics of great preaching.

FIVE TYPES OF PREACHING

Basically, there are five types of preaching that can be heard every Sunday
in the different churches in Singapore.

1. Great preaching

The first type I call ‘great preaching’. It is preaching marked by the power
of the Holy Spirit. You also sense the preacher is on fire for God. His or
her preaching is accompanied by a powerful delivery that is unusual and
different from regular preaching. The congregation senses ‘the presence of
God’ and is convicted, challenged and changed to live a life of greater
consecration. You are also inspired and influenced to do something for
God. When you leave the service you feel you have had an encounter with
God.

2. Good Preaching

The second type of preaching is called ‘good preaching’. The preacher is
faithful to the text and employs sound hermeneutical principles in exegesis
and exposition. The message is biblically sound, theologically correct and
is as solid as the rock of Gibraltar. He or she may be preaching an
expository or a topical sermon. The minds of the people are stirred and
instructed in the things of God. At the end of the service you have
members congratulating the preacher by saying what a good sermon that
was.

3. Poor Preaching

The third type of preaching is what I term ‘poor preaching’. Here you
have the preacher delivering his or her message in a dull, monotonous and
boring manner. This kind of preaching is also called ‘hypnotic preaching’
because it puts people to sleep. The exegesis and exposition may be
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biblical but unfortunately due to poor delivery skills, it comes out bland,
dull and boring. What makes the matter worse is that they preach an hour
long sermon instead of shortening their sermons.

Within this category I would also include those who preach
intellectually sophisticated and philosophical sermons that are way above
the heads of the congregation. The sermons are circumlocutory and
bombastic whose aim is to impress rather than to express. Unfortunately,
such preaching is academic, formal, detached and tawdry which does
nothing for the soul.

4. Bad Preaching

The fourth type of preaching is what I label ‘bad preaching’. These are
preachers who take the text out of their context. They moralise and
spiritualise the text to bring out some truths that are seemingly half baked.
The Bible is used as springboard to talk about other things other than
what is in the text. In their preaching they start from point A and end up
at point D!

In this type of preaching the preachers would quote a chain of texts
usually one verse after another without referring to its context. The
preacher may even sprinkle one or two Hebrew or Greek words and add
“The Hebrew/ Greek text says this or that etc’. More likely than they have
never studied the original languages. They either use Vine’s Expository
Dictionary or Strong's Concordance.

This category would also include preachers who shout, holler and
maintain maximum pitch in their volume without any vocal variation. The
congregation faithfully endures it.

5. Ugly preaching

The fifth type of preaching is what I term ‘ugly preaching’. Here the
preacher uses the pulpit to rebuke and reprimand the people in the pew
who question their authority or decisions. The purpose is to frighten the
congregation into submission. They use the Bible as a hammer to hit those
who disagree with their views (usually it has to do with finance). They
misuse and abuse the Bible to show the dire consequences of not listening
to them. Such preaching is usually associated with cultic and deviant
groups. But sadly, it does happen in Bible believing churches too.
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Inevitably, the wiser and more discerning leave the church while those
who are frightened that they might sin against God stay behind perhaps
for a little while.

Such preachers or pastors usually have fragile egos or low self esteem.
They feel the need to flex their moral authority in order to make them feel
good. Tragically, when their pugnacious preaching is challenged, their
usual unapologetic response is ‘I am the Senior Pastor/Preacher called by
God. You cannot touch the Lord’s anointed’. Or they may say, ‘if you are
not happy you may leave this church. God will bring new ones’. Sadly,
they seem to have forgotten their duty (see 1 Pet 5:1-4) and that they have
been called (if indeed they have been called) to ‘feed the sheep’ and not to
‘fleece the sheep’.

THE STATE OF PREACHING

Surprisingly, in Singapore while ‘great preaching’ is rare, ‘good preaching’,
‘poor preaching’ and ‘bad preaching’ are fairly common®. Although ‘ugly
preaching’ which is biblically repugnant is not that common, it can be still
heard in a few churches. This normally happens in churches where the
church polity allows the Pastor to hold absolute power. Be that as it may,
all this to say that the preaching that is heard regularly on Sunday in
Singapore churches is not all that bad but neither is it all that good.

One interesting observation appears to be that those who are good
preachers as well as poor preachers receive their training from established
and accredited seminaries or Bible colleges. These preachers can be found
mainly in established churches and mainline denominations with a few
exceptions in the independent churches’. On the other hand, by and large,

2 See also my article on ‘What’s Wrong with Contemporary Worship?’, Church and Society
Vol. 4 No. 3, 2001, pg. 115-126.

3] am of the opinion that the way contemporary seminaries and Bible colleges train their
students to become preachers by getting the students to preach before their peers and
then to do an evaluation is not the best way to do it. First of all, the students will prepate
sermons and preach to impress their peers. Secondly, their motivation for preaching to
their peers is to score an ‘A’ rather than to touch lives. Thirdly, to have students
evaluating one anothet’s sermon is as good as the blind leading the blind. Can that be one
of the reasons why we are not producing effective preachers? A better way to help
students become effective preachers is to expose them to good preaching and gifted
preachers.
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those who are bad preachers receive their training from non-accredited
institutions.

Another observation is that many of the so-called expository preaching
that one hears on Sunday is nothing more than a ‘glorified Sunday School
teaching’. Many preachers, pastors, missionaries and teachers (experienced
and inexperienced included) who advocate expository preaching do not
seem to have a thorough grasp of the concept of expository preaching. In
addition to that, you hear more deductive rather than inductive sermons”.
There is also a lack of narrative preaching that is picturesque. Many
sermons that are delivered may be biblical but they lack the practical
aspect.

Another interesting observation is that good preaching does not
necessarily lead to church growth. Some of the so called gifted
preachers/expositors are not necessatily pastoring mega churches. One
wonders why since the current buzzword is ‘expository preaching’? In my
view, church growth involves many other factors — like the charisma of
the preacher, evangelistic programmes, exciting youth programmes,
commitment of the people, vision ownership by the people, meeting social
and spiritual needs, community penetration, etc. Not forgetting the
sovereignty of God.

Paradoxically speaking, while there is a clamour for good preachers or
great expositors, people in the church seem to be able to forgive poor
preachers easily but not pastors/preachers with poor public relationships.
Those who last long in the pastorates are good pastors rather than good
preachers. Perhaps the reason is that while it is not difficult to get good
preachers, it is harder to get good pastors.

Another observation is that the interest level of preachers and pastors
wanting to hone and sharpen their homiletical skills is very high indeed.
This is borne out recently at a Preacher’s Forum on EXxpository Preaching
(30-31 May 2002) under the auspices of several Christian organizations. It
was very well attended. It attracted many seasoned preachers and pastors
too. Judging from the responses of pastors at that preaching seminar as
well as previous ones, feedback and personal conversations, there is a
strong desire of local preachers and pastors to upgrade their homiletical
skills in an institute or school which offers advanced preaching.
Unfortunately the place that offers such specialized or intensive

#T'o understand their differences, see Power in Preaching, pg. 73-77.
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homiletical education is in the States’. In fact, just the other day one
pastor asked me this question. ‘My sabbatical is coming up soon. I want
to study under a great preacher in Singapore. Who can you recommend in

Singapore? Better still where can I go locally to upgrade my homiletical
skills?’

PREACHING IN CONTEMPORARY CONTEXT

As preachers who keep abreast with the ‘signs of time’ in this new age of
technology and information, it is harder to preach to this new generation6
because the visual has almost replaced the audio. The attention and
interest span of the people in the pew are short. How then should we
preach to sustain the interest of the people?’ How then do we preach to
the people in the pew who are becoming more like consumers? How do
we impact our nation for Christ where the value system of Christians is
changing gradually in light of secularism? How do we move a greater
segment of the people who come to church on Sundays as ‘soakers and
the sitters’ who are practically inactive as far as the ministry of the church
is concerned? One possible answer lies in great preaching.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GOOD AND GREAT PREACHING

Eatlier on, I shared the story of the Senior Pastor who asked for an
evaluation of his sermon and preaching. I told him that his preaching was
good but it could have been great. So, what is the difference between good
preaching and great preaching? Good preaching stirs the mind but great
preaching stirs the heart. Good preaching merely imparts knowledge but
great preaching goes one step further: it not only imparts but also

5 It would meet a great need if local seminaries or Bible colleges could offer an MA or a
ThD track in Preaching,.
6For a helpful discussion on contemporary culture, see Leonard Sweet, SoulTsunami
(Zondervan, 1999), Leonard Sweet, Postmodern Pilgrims (Broadman and Holman Publishers,
2000).
7See Graham Johnston, Preaching to a Postmodern World (Baker Books, 2001), Graeme
Goldsworthy, Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture (Eerdmans, 2000), Gordon D.
Fee, Listening to the Text (Eerdmans, 2000) and Steven D. Mathewson, The Art of Preaching
Old Testament Narrative (Baker Academic, 2002).

60



How Then Shall We Preach?

influences the people in the pew. Good preaching merely instructs the
mind intellectually but great preaching impacts the soul. Good preaching
can be dry, dusty and biblically orthodox but when you hear great
preaching you will feel the warmth and the tug in your heart to do
something about it. Good preaching informs but great preaching reforms
and transforms. Good preaching requires charisma and charismatic
abilities but great preaching is dependent on the unction of the Holy Spirit.

Many of the preaching that is done on Sunday morning in Singapore is
more instructional than inspirational. Such preaching fills the mind with
data after data each week but does not affect or change the lifestyle of the
people in the pew. It does not move the heart. There is a place for
instruction. It should be done in Sunday Schools, cell groups, care groups,
seminars, conferences, etc. Sadly, because we have so many pew warmers
on Sunday, we need preaching that will inform, reform and transform!
That is what great preaching does. Hence, preaching on Sunday should be
more inspirational rather than instructional.

Ironically, the attributes that characterize great preaching are the very
attributes that are lacking within the Singapore context. There are several
characteristics that can be listed but I shall only highlight three — Passion,
Pathos and Power.

PASSION

Passion can be defined as any strongly felt emotion, intense desire or
enthusiasm for an object or concept, etc. Without passion in our
preaching, people cannot be moved. A preacher with passion is first
convinced of the truth in his/her heart before he/she preaches to others.
Those truths will first grasp his/her heart before he/she transmits to
others. Yes, when a preacher is filled with passion, he can’t keep still till
the message gets out because he/she knows it is true and wants other to
know it too. When a preacher is gripped by passion the congregation
knows it. A preacher with passion will be like the prophet Jeremiah who
says,

Whenever I said, I shall not call it to mind or speak in his name
again,” then his word became imprisoned within me like a fire
burning in my heart. I was weary with holding it under, and could
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endure no more (Jer 20:9).

When a preacher is gripped by his passion his sermon will not be draggy,
boring and dull. Just the other day, I went to a photocopy shop to xerox
some papers at Selegie road. I happened to know the proprietress quite
well. During the conversation I asked her whether she was a believer or
not. She replied ‘No’ but she said that once in a while she would go to
church to listen to sermons. Instinctively, I said, ‘I will pray for you to
become a Christian’. Her immediate response was, ‘No need lah. Just pray
that when I go to church and listen to the sermon I won’t fall asleep!”

What an indictment on preaching! Often times I have told some of my
fellow pastors that the only sin that God can’t forgive is a bore! (Jokingly
of course). This is what Martin Lloyd Jones says:

The preacher must never be dull; he must never be boring; he should
never be what is called ‘heavy’...there is something radically wrong
with dull and boring preachers. How can a man be dull when he is
handling such themes? I would say a ‘dull preacher’ is a contradiction
in terms; if he is dull he is not a preacher (italics mine)®.

In fact one of the consistent complaints from congregations is that
there are several if not many preachers whose dull, dry and boring
sermons put them to sleep. This seems to happen more so in a traditional
church. To date, I have never heard any complaints about a preacher’s
qualification or training. This tells me that when it comes to preaching,
people are not too concerned how many degrees that preacher has. But
they care whether that preacher can preach or not!

A person of passion is also gripped by a sense of urgency. We are
dealing with issues that affect the destiny of humanity. The prophet Amos
puts it so clearly: “...prepare to meet your God’ (4:12)’. The message of
the Gospel cannot be postponed because ‘our days are numbered’ and the
future is uncertain. No one predict what his or her future holds — life of
death.

8 Ibid., pg. 87.

9 All Scripture quotations are taken from the Revised English Bible .

10See also 2 Tim 4:2; 2 Cor 5:18, 19; Eph 2:16; Col 1:20 and Rom 5:11 concerning the
message a preacher proclaims.
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It is inconceivable to me how we can claim to preach the Bible which is
vibrant and alive and yet remain dispassionate? It is also incomprehensible
to me how some preachers can take stories from the Bible which are full
of colour, excitement, syncopated action and melodrama and then
communicate to the congregation in a dull, boring and lifeless manner?
Also, it is unthinkable for me how a preacher can preach without any
sense of urgency since he or she is dealing with weightier matters? Hence,
I 'am convinced that a preacher without passion should not be in the pulpit
at all. It is inexcusable for a preacher who claims to represent the King of
Kings should preach in a dull, apathetic and lethargic manner.

How is passion generated? It must come from ‘inside out’ and not
‘outside in’. Ultimately it comes from your belief system. Perhaps a
creative exercise might help. Ask yourself this question: What is it that you
believe so strongly and deeply that you rather die than give up those
beliefs. This is a very simple but powerful exercise. If you can list them,
you know for sure what are the truths that you feel passionate about.
When you see the main task of the preacher’s calling is preaching, and
perceive that the call to preach is a high and holy calling and you believe in
the primacy and urgency of preaching, it will generate passion''.

PATHOS

In ancient Greece, the three primary principles of elocution are l0gos, ethos
and pathos. Logos refers to rational substance. It has to do with the logical
appeal of the speaker. The two major elements of logos are evidence and
reasoning. Ethos refers to credibility. It has to do with the audience
perception of whether a speaker is qualified to speak on a particular topic.
Two major factors that influence a speaker’s credibility are competence
and character. Pathos refers to emotional substance. It is that ‘quality or
power in literature or speech of arousing feelings of joy sorrow; a feeling
of sympathy or pity'”.

11 For more discussion on Passion, see Alex D. Montoya, Preaching with Passion (Kregel,
2002), Ed K. Rowell, Preaching with Spiritual Passion (Bethany House, 1998) and David L.
Olford, A Passion for Preaching (Thomas Nelson, 1990).

12 Collins Concise Dictionary.
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Pathos is the second attribute that characterizes great preaching. It is an
emotional appeal. When we have experienced God’s grace or have had an
encounter with God, our preaching will be filled with pathos. When we
preach with pathos, we preach with emotion and feelings. Indeed this is
lacking in contemporary preaching. As Chinese, we tend to downplay
emotion in our preaching while we think highly of intellect. This should
not be the case. Emotions are to be expected because we are humans. As
human beings we have emotions and should not be afraid to show them.
Emotion is good but not emotionalism. The difference between the two is
that the former comes from ‘inside out’ while the latter comes from
‘outside in’. Emotionalism is fake rather than genuine because we are
trying to manufacture something that is not there.

How can a preacher not preach with emotion when he/she preaches on
topics like suffering, death, hell, etc? How can preaching not evoke
sympathy or empathy when it is about tragedy or national calamities? How
can a preacher not be moved when he/she preaches to terminal patients?

In my younger days as a pastor, I read the story of a man by the name
of Chatrlie Peace whose life literally changed my preaching. Chatlie Peace
was a criminal. Finally, the Law caught up with him and he was
condemned to death. On that fatal morning, in Armley Jail, in Leeds
England he was taken on a death walk. Before him went the prison
chaplain, routinely and sleepily reading some Bible verses. The criminal
touched the preacher and asked what he was reading. He replied, “The
Consolations of Religion’.

Charlie Peace was so shocked at the way he professionally read about
hell. Could a man be as unmoved under the very shadow of the scaffold as
to lead a human there and yet, dry-eyed, read of a pit that has no bottom
into which this fellow must fall? Could this preacher believe the words
that there is an eternal fire that never consumes its victims, and yet slide
over the phrase without a tremor? Is a man human at all who can say with
no tears ‘you will be eternally dying and yet never know the relief that
death brings’?

All this was too much for Chatrlie Peace. So he told the preacher. Sir, if
I believed what you and the church of God say that you believe, even if
England were covered with broken glass from coast to coast, I would walk
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over it, if need be, on hands and knees and think it worth while living, just
to save one soul from an eternal hell like that!”

Indeed, a preacher who preaches on subjects like terminal illness,
sufferings, catastrophes, eternal destiny of pre-believers, etc. and is not
moved must be in the wrong kind of ministry. Even ‘Jesus wept’
(John11:35). Luke tells us that ‘when he came in sight of the city, he wept
over it...” (19:42)"*. Even the Bible says, ‘In the same way, I tell you, there
will be greater joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous people who do not need to repent (Luke 15:7). The
Biblical injunction is clear: ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep’ (Rom 12:15). Without pathos, our preaching will simply
be pedestrian and pedantic.

Pathos comes as a result of knowing and loving the congregation. In
preaching, we need to remind ourselves that people are very important
because without them there can be no preaching. As Coggan says ‘it looks
as if preaching is essentially a love-affair — preachers in love with their
God and in love with people’”. We need to love people because we are in
the people business. We need to love them because we cannot drive
people into the kingdom but we can love them into the kingdom. ‘“The
thing that is said of D. L. Moody is that ‘he could never preach about a
lost soul without tears in his eyes” (R. W. Dale). Many of us claim that we
love to preach but do we love the people we preach to? Many times it is
easy to preach but to love those whom we preach to is often times
difficult. Martin Lloyd Jones is very adamant and insistent that if you lack
this element of compassion for people you will also lack the pathos which
is a very vital element in all true preaching. Our lord looked out upon the
multitude and ‘saw them as sheep without a shepherd’, and was filled with
compassion’. And if you know nothing of this you should not be in the
pulpit, for this is certain to come out in your preaching'’.

13 This story adapted from Leonard Ravenhill, Why Revival Tarries (Eastbourne: Kingsway
Publications, 1959), pg. 32.
14The word wept is mentioned about 53 times in the Bible. It is instructive to take a
concordance and study all its implications.
15 A New Day For preaching: The Sacrament of the Word (SPCK, 1996), pg. 73.
16 Preaching and Preachers, pg. 92.
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POWER

In my recent homiletical book entitled Power in Preaching, I have sought to
argue cogently the need for power in preaching. That power is called
unction'”. The reason is simple: No unction in the pulpit, no action in the pew. If
you take three gifted preachers and all things being equal, you get different
results. Why is that so? The answer lies in the word unction.

Have you ever wondered why the same sermon you preach in one place
produces different results in other places? The answer has to do with
unction. One of the mysteries of preaching is that you can preach a poor
sermon and get great results while on the hand you can preach a great
sermon and get poor results.

What is desperately needed in today’s preaching is unction from above.
The lack of power in our local preaching is evident enough. Unless
preachers are endued with power from high, our preaching will not
produce results. With unction comes the fire. With unction preaching
produces results. With unction, people in the pews are moved to action.
With unction people get convicted and converted.

Great preaching throughout the history of the church has always been
preaching in the power of the Holy Spirit. Of course, the Spirit moves
where like the wind where He wills. If the end preaching is to ‘give men
and women a sense of God and His presence’’® we need power from
above.

When 1 was a seminary student at the Malaysia-Singapore Baptist
Theological Seminary in Penning, Malaysia, I met a man by the name of
Ng Ho Peng and his wife Joy who were later destined to become my best
friends in the ministry"’. During our seminary days, he struck me as a
humble, quiet and unassuming man. He had a speech impediment and was
linguistically weak in his verbal and written expressions.

Not being academically inclined, he was always given the menial task of
grass cutting and maintenance of the school. None the less he did not
complain because he was endowed with a sweet disposition. His life was a
living example of what Paul says to the Colossians ‘whatever you are

"For a full development of the concept of unction, see my book, Power in Preaching,
chapter 11 on ‘The Key to Power’, pg. 114-132.
18 Tbid., pg. 97.
19 This stoty is taken from my book, Power in Preaching, pg 141-142.
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doing, put your whole heart into it, as if you were doing it for the Lord
and not for men..." (Colossians 3:23).

We took a course in homiletics taught by Dr Bill Clark Thomas, the
President of the seminary. For our homiletic practice each of the students
had to prepare and preach a message at the Chapel and then to be
evaluated by him.

Ho Peng worked very diligently and spent long hours in spiritual and
physical preparation. That eventful day came. With fear and trembling, he
ascended to the pulpit and preached his heart out with great passion in the
chapel before the student body and the faculty members. When the
evaluation time came, the homiletics professor gave this written report:
‘Lots of Fire but no Skill’ Taking that as cue, he decided to polish his
skills by reading widely, enrolling in English classes, learning new
vocabularies, asking for linguistic assistance from us and practicing
phonetics in the long hours of the night. His industry paid off because he
later became a skillful preacher well known throughout Malaysia.

Several months ago, with some of my ministerial friends Alan Leon,
Yon Phasing, Matthew Lim and Annie Tan, we met up with him in Port
Dickinson, Malaysia. We were all reminiscing about our seminary days.
With solemnity and sober tone, he said Johnson, years ago ‘I had fire but
no skill. Today I have skill but no firel” Would to God that I have that fire
again so that I can fire up others. He was absolutely right!

We need fire in our preaching. If we are devoid of fire, nothing else
matters. If we possess the fire, everything matters. No fuel, no fire.
Without fire there is no spiritual fervor. Without fire there is no
overpowering sense of urgency. Without fire, scholarship and style will
replace passion and power. Without fire how can we preach with passion
and conviction? Without fire, how can we set the hearts of people aflame?

Blessed is the preacher who has both the skill and fire. Nevertheless, I
would choose fire over skill if I have to make a choice. Without fire I
cannot even stir myself to preach let alone stir the hearts of others. Would
to God that the fire shall ever be burning upon the altar of our lives that it
shall never go out.

20Having lost his fire in preaching for the last several years, I am happy to report that Rev
Ng Ho Peng is on fire again for the Lord preaching the Word faithfully and effectively.
See his recent publication, Twelve Sermons | love to Preach (Malaysia: Good News Resource,
2001). This book is a compilation of his twelve favorite and famous sermons preached in
Malaysia that have touched and transformed many lives.
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CONCLUSION

While we may lament the state of preaching in Singapore, we should never
give up the belief that by God’s grace it can change. This requires humility,
diligence, transparency, and the willingness to learn and listen to our peers’
feedback. As preachers we need to be constantly dependent on God if we
are to preach with passion, pathos and power.

In this new millennium there is an urgent need for more new as well as
seasoned preachers on fire and for dull, dry, insipid and anemic preaching
to be replaced by more dynamic and intense preaching — preaching that is
propelled by passion, preaching that is pulsated with pathos, and
preaching that produces power. Nothing is more pathetic than to hear
preaching that is perfunctory, performance oriented, pouting of a plethora
of platitudes and powerless. At the same time, one of the most tragic
things that can happen to us as preachers is to be filled with hermeneutical
self-conceit and homiletical chutzpah * that we become Ichabodian
preachers in this (post) modern world.

Let us take our calling to preach seriously. Let us be reminded
continually that our supreme task as preachers of the Word is to preach
the Written Word so that through our Spoken words the people can hear
and experience the Living Word! May the day never come what the
prophet Amos prophesied for Israel:

The time is coming, says the Lord God, when I shall send famine
on the land, not hunger for bread or thirst for water, but for
hearing the word of the Lord. People will stagger from sea to sea,
they will range form north to east, in search of the word of the
Lord, but they will not find it (8:11-12).

2ICf. “The vice I am talking about is Pride or Self-Conceit: and the virtue opposite to it, in
Christian morals, is called Humility. You may remember, when I was talking about sexual
morality, I warned you that the centre of Christian morals did not lie there. Well, now
we have come to the centre. According to Christian teachers, the essential vice, the
utmost evil, is Pride. Unchastity, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere flea-bites in
comparison: it was through Pride that the devil became the devil: ‘Pride leads to every
other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind’, C. S. Lewis (1898-1963).
68



How Then Shall We Preach?

Rev Dr Johnson T. K. Lim is a Baptist Minister-at-Large. His book Power in
Preaching was selected as one of the best books in the field of Homiletics in year
2003 by the well known magazine Preaching.

69



